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Attention Beltsville, Calverton, 
and Vansville Heights Commu-
nities, this is your chance to let 
your concerns for your commu-
nities be heard!  The Beltsville, 
Calverton, and Vansville Heights 
Citizens Associations are hosting 
a night to let your voices be heard. 
Join us on Thursday, June 22, 
2023, at 7:00 p.m. at Beltsville 
Community Center, 3900 Sellman 
Road, Beltsville, Maryland. You 
can also find out what Senator 
Jim Rosapepe, and Delegates Ben 
Barns, Joseline Pena Melnyk and 
Mary Lehman did in Annapolis 
during the last Legislative Session 
in Annapolis. What types of laws 
and programs do they intend to 
support next year? Do you have a 
specific issue that you would like 
them to address pertaining to the 
State Budget and or State Laws? 

Summer Vacation  
Safety Tips

Stop your mail and newspa-
pers… or have someone pick it 
up! Leave a few lights inside your 
house on timers! Make arrange-
ments to have your grass cut.

Fazlul Kabir Elected 
Mayor in City’s 
Special Election

S.M. Fazlul Kabir has been 
elected Mayor of the City of Col-
lege Park by City voters dur-
ing the 2023 Special Election for 
Mayor. Dr. Kabir was sworn in 
as Mayor at the May 16, 2023, 
Mayor and Council meeting. “I 
am thrilled by the trust and sup-
port the community has given 
me during this election,” said Dr. 
Kabir, “I thank all who voted for 
me, and I will work hard to bring 
the community together.”

Cub Pack 1031 Arrow of Light 
Scout Campfire and Camping!!
By Regina Halper

Cub Pack 1031 held its 
Arrow of Light Crossover 
campfire on April 24th, Scouts 
Regina D., bridged to Troop 
214G, Wolfgang S. to Troop 
214B and Dean L and Ian K 
bridged to Troop 1033. Con-
gratulations scouts!

The pack camped for the 
first time in three years on the 
first weekend of May at Wat-
kins Regional Park and it was 
great weather and a fun time. 
We hiked 5 miles! It was the 
first-time scout camping for 
most of the scouts. 

We will now be moving into 

College Park’s New Mayor, Fazlul 
Kabir

Ian K and Regina D receiving their Arrow of Light from the Cubmaster

ON THE AGENDA 
continues on page 6

ARROW OF LIGHT 
continues on page 10

UpStage Artists Announces 
Auditions for The 39 Steps

UpStage Artists is excited to 
announce auditions for its next 
production, The 39 Steps, June 
30 and July 1 at 7 pm. They are 
looking for 4 performers (1 man, 
1 woman, 2 either) and 2 stage-
hands (either, will get full billing). 
If you are interested 
in being a stagehand, 
email the director, Rick 
Bergmann at rick.berg-
mann@upstageartists.
com. You don’t need 
to audition. Rehears-
als begin on July 24 
and are scheduled for 
Monday, Thursday, and 
Friday evenings at 7 
pm. Performance dates 
are September 15, 16, 
17, 22, 23, 24, 2023. 
All rehearsals and per-
formances take place 
at Emmanuel United 
Methodist Church, 
11416 Cedar Lane, 
Beltsville, MD 20705. 
If you are interested fill 
out the audition form 
at www.upstageartists.
com/auditions  

The 39 Steps is adapted by 
Patrick Barlow based upon the 
novel by John Buchan and the 

film by Alfred Hitchcock. If you 
mix a Hitchcock masterpiece with 
a juicy spy novel, add a dash of 
Monty Python and you have The 

39 Steps, a fast-paced whodunit 
for anyone who loves the magic of 
theatre! This two-time Tony and 
Drama Desk Award-winning treat 
is packed with nonstop laughs, 
over 150 zany characters (played 
by a ridiculously talented cast of 

four), an onstage plane 
crash, handcuffs, miss-
ing fingers, and some 
good old-fashioned 
romance! In The 39 
Steps, a man with a 
boring life meets a 
woman with a thick 
accent who says she’s 
a spy. When he takes 
her home, she is mur-
dered. Soon, a mysteri-
ous organization called 
“The 39 Steps” is hot 
on the man’s trail in 
a nationwide man-
hunt that climaxes in 
a death-defying finale! 
A riotous blend of vir-
tuoso performances 
and wildly inven-
tive stagecraft, The 
39 Steps amounts to 

an unforgettable evening of pure 
pleasure!

MAYOR 
continues on page 7

A View From The Bridge 
opens June 2

Come out and see Arthur Mill-
er’s Tony Award Winning Play A 
View From The Bridge presented 
by UpStage Artists, Beltsville’s 
premier community theater group. 
Tickets are just $10 and can be 
purchased at their website, www.
upstageartists.com/tickets. Show 
dates are June 2, 3, 9, and 10 at 
7:30 pm and June 4 and 11 at 2 
pm. The show runs about 90 min-
utes with one 10-minute intermis-
sion. It does contain some adult 
language and themes and may 
not be appropriate for younger 
patrons.

BELTSVILLE BRIEFS 
continues on page 4

Auditions for UpStage Artists The 39 Steps are June 30 
and July 1 at Emmanuel United Methodist Church.
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Governor Wes Moore Invites Chefs to 
Submit Recipes for ‘Buy Local’ Cookout
Finalists will Prepare Dishes to Celebrate Buy Local Challenge Week 

ANNAPOLIS, MD (May 16, 
2023) – Governor Wes Moore 
is inviting chefs to feature local 
Maryland ingredients in original 
recipe submissions for the annual 
Governor’s Buy Local Cookout, 
to be held at the Maryland Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s headquar-
ters in Annapolis on July 20. The 
cookout promotes the statewide 

Buy Local Challenge Week, dur-
ing which all Marylanders are 
encouraged to eat at least one local 
product each day of the week.  

“Maryland’s farmers, water-
men, and chefs produce an incred-
ible bounty that is second to 
none,” said Governor Moore. “I 
invite chefs from across the state 
to submit their most creative reci-
pes using fresh, local ingredients 
as I invite all Marylanders to help 
strengthen the state’s economy 
and buy local.”

Recipes must be submitted by 
June 2 and must include 50% 
of Maryland-sourced products 
with a focus on partnering with at 
least one Maryland farmer, water-
man, or other producer. Chefs are 
encouraged to submit recipes that 
showcase ways the average Mary-
land family can prepare delicious, 
nutritious meals with locally pro-
duced food at home. 

“Buying local is just one-way 
Marylanders can stay involved 
in agriculture and their commu-
nity,” said Maryland Department 
of Agriculture Secretary Kevin 
Atticks. “Making Maryland farms 
profitable creates a stronger econ-
omy. This week recognizes and 
celebrates the hard work of our 
food producers!”  

Recipes will be chosen in each 
of the following categories: appe-
tizer, main dish, side dish or salad, 
and dessert. Original recipes will 
be selected based on simplicity, 
creativity, availability of ingre-
dients, geographic representation, 
and maximum use of local ingre-
dients. 

Culinary high school and col-
lege teams are encouraged to sub-
mit recipes. Student teams sub-
mitting poultry recipes may be 
eligible to receive a donation of 
poultry from a member of the 
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Beltsville News: Blast from the Past

Beltsville Dental Care
John J. Moynihan, DDS, PA

10760 Rhode Island Ave.

301-937-4448
Visit us at beltsvilledentalcare.com

New  
Patients  
Welcome

By Ted Ladd

(From the Beltsville News issue of June 2010)
St. Josephs Teacher Wins the 
Golden Apple

Congratulations goes to Mrs. Kathy Pappas who 
has been honored with the Archdiocese of Wash-
ington’s most prestigious award for teachers – the 
Golden Apple Award for teaching excellence. Mrs. 
Pappas is one of a few teachers who was honored by 
Archbishop Wuerl at the Renaissance Hotel in Wash-
ington DC on May 13, 2010. The School Advisory 
Board for St. Joseph’s Catholic School nominated 
Mrs. Pappas in recognition of her outstanding ser-
vice, dedication to the school, her work towards 
professional development and attaining certification 
with the State of Maryland and catechetical certifica-
tion with the Archdiocese of Washington

Erin Mellott Receives Degree 
from Towson University

On Friday, May 21, 2010, Erin Kathleen Mellott 
of Beltsville graduated from Towson University with 
a major in Chemistry and minors in Molecular Biol-
ogy, Biochemistry and Bioinformatics (MB3), and 
Music Performance. She was also a member of the 
Order of Omega Honor Society and The National 
Society of Collegiate Scholars. During her time at 
Towson, Erin became a legacy member of Alpha 
Gamma Delta Fraternity and served Zeta Delta 
Chapter as an officer. She also served as an officer 
of InterVarsity Christian Fellowship, an evangelical 
campus mission serving students and faculty on col-
lege and university campuses nationwide. She plans 
to continue as a leader for Greek InterVarsity.

The Crescent Nursery  
and Summer Program

Est. 1959

11723 Chilcoate Lane, Beltsville, MD
(301) 937-3133

Children 2-6 Years
and

Before/After School Program
Qualified staff. A caring environment. Specially 

planned programs. Snacks provided
OPEN ALL YEAR. ALL DAY

FREE ESTIMATES FOR ROOF REPLACEMENTS!!!

 Low Monthly Payments FREE Estimates*

Need Repair Work?

www.mychampionhome.com

ROOFS • DECKS • GUTTERS • SIDING • WINDOWS
ROOF INSPECTIONS WITH GUTTER CLEANING

0 INTEREST & 0 PAYMENTS 
FOR 12 MONTHS

Senior 
Discounts301-277-7200

COOKOUT 
continues on page 11
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Detecting Cancer in 
Cats and Dogs

Cancer is the number one dis-
ease-related cause of death in cats 
and dogs, affecting one in five 
cats and one in four dogs in the 
US. Early detection significant-
ly increases the effectiveness of 
treatment. Here are 10 things to 
look for in your pet that may be 
early signs of cancer:  

•	 Swollen lymph nodes: Lymph 
nodes are located throughout 
the body. Swelling is most eas-
ily detected in the lymph nodes 
behind the jaw and the knee. 

•	 Enlarging or changing lumps: A 
lump that is growing rapidly or 
changing in texture or shape, 
should be examined by a vet.  

•	 Swollen abdomen: If your pet’s 
stomach or belly grows very 
quickly, it may be a sign of a 
tumor or of internal bleeding.  

•	 Weight loss: If your pet is not 
on a diet but you observe that 
it is losing weight, you should 
have it checked out. While not 
necessarily a sign of cancer, it 
often indicates that something 
is wrong. 

•	 Vomiting or diarrhea: If your pet 
is vomiting or having diarrhea 
for an extended period of time, 
it’s time to see the vet as this 
can be caused by tumors of the 
gastrointestinal track. 

•	 Bad Breath:  A animal that has 
an oral tumor often has hor-
rible bad breath.   It may also 
change the kind of food that it 
wants (wet food vs. dry) and/or 
change the way that it chews 
its food. Or, your pet may start 
chewing its food in a differ-
ent manner. A foul odor often 
accompanies an oral tumor. 

•	 Unexplained bleeding:  Bleed-
ing disorders do occur in some 
pets, but they are generally 

discovered when the animal is 
young. Unexplained bleeding 
in older pets may indicate a 
different problem.

•	 Cough:  If an older pet develops 
a dry, non-productive cough, 
take it to the vet. This type of 
cough might indicate lung can-
cer or heart disease.

•	 Lameness: A common sign of 
bone cancer in large dogs is 
unexplained lameness. Bone 
cancer can be detected by 
doing x-rays.

•	 Straining to urinate: In most 
cases, dogs and cats that strain 
to urinate/have blood in their 
urine have a common uni-
nary tract infection that can be 
treated with antibiotics.  If the 
symptoms persist after the anti-
biotics, cancer of the bladder 
may be the underlying cause. 

The Veterinary Cancer Soci-
ety recommends that pet owners 
check their pets frequently for 
these 10 early signs of cancer. If 
you find any of these early warn-
ing signs, make an appointment 
with your veterinarian as soon as 
possible. Your prompt action may 
save your pet’s life.  

This information is a summary 
of information provided by Petco 
Love and Blue Buffalo.

Bonnie Bartel
301-343-8887

Call, Text or Email  
for an appointment

Bonsnobun@aol.com
Hair Design 

10800 Rhode Island Ave.
Beltsville, MD 20705

Spring 
Sale

20%  
off Blinds  
& Shades

Honeycomb 
Shades, Wood 

Blinds ,Verticals, 
Silhouettes,  

Pirouettes and  
Woven Wood 

Shades

Call 301-937-6100 
for Advice and  

In-home Service

Flooring Specials; 
Big savings on 

Carpet 
Nylons, Wool  
and Polyester 

Wood Floors By 
Bruce, Mirage and 

Industpaquet 
Cork & Bamboo 

Vinyl; 
Floating,Sheets and 
Tile, Ceramic and  

Porcelian

Visit  

Will’s  
Decorating
at 5122 Baltimore 

Ave Hyattsville  
for great advice 

and service.

Since 1965 we have 
been serving the 

DMV.  
See Valerie and 
MIchael the 3rd 

generation owners 
of Wills.

So for all  
your decorating 
needs including 

wallpapers,  
Benjamin Moore 
Paint. Chalk and 
MIlk Paint and 

Draperies.

301-937-6100
decoratemaryland.com

Free Parking  
in the rear
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   Kitty Post By Sallie Rhodes

We are celebrating our tenth year of operation

FIND US at 4220 Ammendale Road, Beltsville MD 20705,  
located in the house behind the Beltsville SDA Church

IF YOU NEED HELP 
WE ARE HERE! 

Si necesitas ayuda, estamos aqui! 

301-937-8119
www.baccmd.org

Struggling with job loss, to pay rent, to get food, or need 
emergency help? The Beltsville Adventist Community Center 
(BACC) exists to help those in the Beltsville Community and 
beyond take the next step toward  financial independence.

BACC Services
• Job Counseling Assistance
• Rental & Utility Assistance 

(on a case by case basis)
• Food Supplement
• Professional Counseling

On Site Agent of Dept of 
Social Services (DSS)
• SAIL: Apply for services 

on-line
• Food Supplement (FS)
• Medical Assistance for  

Families & Children (FAC)
• Maryland Children’s Health 

Program (MCHP
• Recertify—(Redetermina-

tion) -Dropoff documents
• Other DSS Emergency  

Assistance

Food and financial  
assistance HOURS: 
Tues and Wed 9 am to 2 pm.
Office calling HOURS:
Mon through Thurs  
9 am to 4:30 pm 

Spicknall’s Farm Market
~ Homegrown Vegetables ~

Fresh Fruit
Fresh Eggs

Bedding Plants 
Annuals and Perennials

Hanging Baskets
Straw • Mulch • Topsoil

Open Daily at 9:00 a.m.
12011 Old Gunpowder Rd., 

Beltsville, MD • 301.937.8288

Our team is fully equipped to handle all your tree removal 
needs. Services offered are from a basic pruning to  

a full tree removal by crane. 
Call Bob, your community tree service expert since the 1980’s

RJ Berra Inc. / Services Unlimited 
Tree and Stump Removal Experts

A licensed tree expert with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources

LTE#782301-384-4746 
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As part of their commitment 
to community outreach, they will 
be collecting monetary contribu-
tions for Hope Works of Howard 
County, whose mis-
sion is to support and 
advocate for people 
in Howard County 
affected by sexual 
and intimate partner 
violence and engage 
the community in 
creating the change 
required for violence 
prevention. Come out 
and see a wonderful 
production and con-
tribute to a worth-
while cause.

Women’s Club 
of Beltsville

A few of our mem-
bers spent Earth Day 
on our Adopt-A-Road 
project. We were 
picking up trash along 
Montgomery Road 
between Sellman and 
Route 1. 

Join us for our Pot-
luck meeting in June before we 
take a Summer Break. We meet 
at the Beltsville Boys and Girls 
Club 11705 Roby Avenue behind 
the 7 -11 on Powder Mill Road. 
Thursday, June 8th at 8:00 p.m. if 
you would like more information, 
please send us an email Women-
sClubbeltsville@gmail.com.

VBS at First Baptist 
Church of Beltsville

Join our team as we discov-
er God’s plans for us at Vaca-
tion Bible School at First Baptist 
Church of Beltsville, June 26-30. 

VBS will take place Monday – 
Thursday from 9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
All VBS events are FREE. Chil-
dren 4 years-6th grade are wel-
come Pre-register online at http://
www.fbcbeltsville.org/vbs.cfm or 
they can call the church office at 
301-937-7771 if you need more 
information.

Limited to 1 item; 1 coupon per 
customer; Not eligible on sale items; 

Limited to in-stock items only;  
in-store use only; Must be presented 

to cashier at time of payment to 
redeem; Cannot be combined with 
other sales, discounts, or coupons.

VALID ALL OF JUNE 2023

EMBRACE YOUR SUMMER SHOPPING SPIRIT WITH LIVING WELL 

LIVING WELL IS THE HOTTEST PLANT BASED SHOP IN TOWN 20%  
OFF
ONE ITEM AT
LIVINGWELL

Now with an online store. Visit,

and click on “Shop”. Working to help you find
resources to keep living well.

W W W . L I V I N G W E L L A B C . C O M

LivingWell is your source for

Vegan & Vegetarian Foods
Natural Care & Beauty

Vitamins & Supplements

Christian Gifts & Decor
Christian Media

Healthy Vegan Smoothies

12004 CHERRY HILL ROAD, SILVER SPRING, MD 20904
WWW.LIVINGWELLABC.COM  |  301-572-0700

SUN: 9 AM - 6 PM | M-TH: 9 AM - 9 PM | FRI: 9 AM - 3 PM | SAT: CLOSED

Neighbors in the News

Anacostia Watershed Earth Day 
cleanup was a Success!
By Regina Halper

Cub Pack 1031 and wonder-
ful members of the community 
showed up on April 22nd for 
Earth Day 2023 cleanup! We 
had 18 volunteers from Pack 
1031 and seven volunteers who 
just showed up to help us clean 
up trash from the park! And this 
year we could have walk up 

volunteers- 6 of our volunteers 
were walkups. Come join us 
next year! 

We collected 15 bags of trash 
and 12 bags of recyclables. This 
year we counted what brands of 
water bottles were found in the 
park. There were 17 Kirkland 
bottles, 6 Acadia and 2 Deer 
Park and 12 that had no label. 
Please remember to recycle your 

water bottles and not leave them 
in the park. Or even better bring 
your own reusable water con-
tainer! 

We also found only 2 wheels 
but no tires, which is better.? 
Please remember to take your 
trash and recyclables to the trash 
bins at either end of the park. 

Some of the volunteers and trash from the AWS cleanup on Earth Day

BELTSVILLE BRIEFS
continued from page 1

The Women’s Club of Beltsville spent time on 
Earth Day picking up trash.on Montgomery Road 
between Sellman and Route 1

THE BLUSHING 
PEARL

Like a blushing pearl God’s Son
Enlightens and delights,

Lifting up my gaze to Heav’n
To comprehend what’s wise.

Over the chaotic seas
His brilliance humbles sight,

‘Ere majestic glory and
With mercy to guide life.

Love unmeasur’able extends
New meaning to my soul,

Casting treasures t’ward my 
shores

In waves of shining gold.

Ev’ry day His word in wonder
Washes me with grace,
Opening my heart to see
Again with eyes of faith.

Beauty moves me and His earth
Before Him to bow down,

Till His awesome splendor makes
All things true Holy Ground.

Beckie Hutchings
4/21/2023
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Statepoint Crossword: Outdoor Fun
ACROSS

1. Bryan of “Summer Of ‘69” 
fame

6. Lake in Provence

9. ____ ____ good example

13. Hypotenuse/opposite side

14. Fuss, to Shakespeare

15. Pine

16. Filthy dough

17. Marxism or Taoism, e.g.

18. Skylit lobbies

19. *Outdoor repast

21. *Two-wheeling

23. Agreement word

24. *Climbing turf

25. “I wish I ____, I wish I 
might...”

28. Cracked by yegg

30. Cowardly color

35. Slightly (2 words)

37. Matterhorn location

39. Charles III’s ex

40. She played Carla on 
“Cheers”

41. Nev.’s neighbor

43. Rotisserie skewer

44. Indianapolis team

46. Underwater “nose”

47. Color of a bruise

48. Trying experience

50. “The Breakfast ____”

52. p in mph

53. Ranee’s husband

55. ____ de plume

57. *Gather berries, e.g.

60. *Water slaloming

63. Soft single in baseball

64. *Sun “kiss”

66. Beau’s and Jeff’s acting dad

68. Cut-down sailing sheep

69. How many “if by sea?”

70. Have effect

71. Gibbons, e.g.

72. Coniferous tree

73. Rejuvenate or renovate

DOWN

1. Knee-related acronym

2. Make pretty (2 words)

3. Mushroom spore sacs

4. Shawn Mendes’ 2016 hit

5. Parts of a play

6. Secular

7. Commercial break clips

8. Fast food option

9. Looking for aliens org.

10. Get bacon?

11. H.S. math class

12. All Nippon Airways, acr.

15. Rattled on

20. Writer Asimov

22. Like icee

24. Not an original

25. *Call to Polo

26. Opposite of adore

27. Triangular road sign

29. *Capture it!

31. Speech defect

32. Drink like a cat (2 words)

33. Chilled (2 words)

34. *Balloon filler

36. U.K. art gallery

38. Place for a house plant

42. Get an F

45. Serape, alt. sp.

49. Jet follower

51. Water-heating apparatus

54. Bulwark

56. Hundred Acre Wood creator

57. Wing motion

58. Exude

59. Fish eggs, pl.

60. Winter precipitation

61. Person, place or thing

62. Swirling vortex

63. *Part of a bikini

65. Leave speechless

67. Morning condensation

See Solution on page 11
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From the Office of Council Member Tom Dernoga

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

9223 Baltimore Ave. College Park, MD 20740
301-474-7000  |  woodsflowersandgifts@gmail.com

Family-owned and operated since 1938

Fresh Flowers  
Beautiful Roses • Cards
Plants • Dish Gardens  

Orchid Plants • Silk Flowers  
Stuffed Animals • Balloons

Anyone who receives flowers  
is instantly put in a good mood 
and will have a smile on their 
face the moment that they  
are handed to them.

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

Send a Beautiful  Send a Beautiful  
Bouquet and Bouquet and 

Brighten  Brighten  
Someone’s Day! Someone’s Day! 

Rosapepe’s Report to Beltsville

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director Rick Bergmann 

at editor@beltsvillenewstoday.com

Car Safety Tip
Car thieves are watching. car 

theft, and air bags theft continue 
to be a problem in the surrounding 
area. Lock your car and remove 
valuables when you get out of 
your car. When you are at a gas 
station, pay attention to your sur-
roundings and lock your car. Think 

about buying a club and putting it 
on your steering wheel when you 
are not in the car. At night, park 
in a lighted area at home and in 
parking lots. When you’re driving 
leave space between you and the 
car in front of you, give yourself 
room to get away if you need to.

As always you can contact me 
with any concerns email me at 
karenmcoakley@gmail.com.

ON THE AGENDA
continued from page 1

UM Laurel Medical  
Center Opening in June

Located at the intersection of 
Van Dusen and Contee Roads in 
Laurel (7150 Contee Road), the 
new state-of-the-art medical facil-
ity will open on June 4, 2023. It 
is the first part of a full-service 
medical community providing 
outpatient surgery and primary, 
specialty, and emergency care in 
one convenient location. For more 
information, visit umms.org/laurel

District 1 Community 
Conversation:  
Representative  
Glenn Ivey

Beltsville residents are invited 
to join the District 1 Virtual Com-
munity Conversation on Thurs-
day, June 29, at 7 PM. Our guest 
will be Representative Glenn Ivey 
from Congressional District 4; 
he will provide an update from 
his office and Capitol Hill. RSVP 
online at bit.ly/d1cc629

Beltsville Residents: 
Community  
Stakeholder Workshop

On Saturday, June 3, 2023, 
join the Prince George’s County 
Planning Department for an Open 
House and Community Workshop 
on the US Route 1 Land Redevel-
opment Study to explore possible 
strategies for a more walkable, 
connected, and thriving corridor 

in Beltsville. The Open House 
will be from 9:00 AM to 9:45 AM, 
with the project team available for 
conversation and questions. From 
9:45 AM to 1:00 PM, partici-
pate in the interactive workshop to 
learn about findings from previous 
community engagement sessions, 
hear examples of successful case 
studies from across the country, 
and provide feedback to guide rec-
ommendations for future devel-

opment along the Route 1 Cor-
ridor study area. The event will 
be held at the Beltsville Commu-
nity Center at 3900 Sellman Road 
in Beltsville. To register, visit: 
bit.ly/Route1LandStudyJune3 
For details on the Route 1 Land 
Redevelopment Study, visit: bit.
ly/3UthKmR

Council Chair Dernoga at the new UM Laurel Medical Center ribbon cutting 
on May 17, 2023. 

Join us June 22nd for 
community meeting on 
the 2023 legislative 
session and your  
concerns

Join us June 22nd at the Belts-
ville Community Center to learn 
what the recent legislative session 
means for Beltsville — and to 
tell us your concerns. The 21st 
District Delegation, in partnership 
with the Beltsville Civic Associa-
tion, Calverton Citizens Associa-
tion, Vansville Civic Association, 
Franklin Farms HO and the North 
Creek Homeowners Association, 
will be hosting a

post-session meeting to discuss 
what was accomplished in this 
year’s legislative session. This 
meeting will be taking place on 
June 22nd at 7 PM and taking 
place at the Beltsville Community 
Center at 3900 Sellman Rd, Belts-
ville, MD 20705. This will be a 
wonderful opportunity to speak to 
and engage with your legislators 
in Annapolis on issues important 
to the Beltsville community.

COVID Call Center  
Services

As of April 24, 2023, MDGO-
VAX Call Center Services are 
transitioning to 2-1-1 Maryland. 

Marylanders can still receive 
information and referrals regard-
ing COVID-19 resources by call-
ing 2-1-1 or texting your zip code 
to 898 211.

Legal Assistance  
Available for Veterans

The Homeless Persons Rep-
resentation Project, Inc (HPRP) 
offers legal assistance for home-
less or low-income veterans with 
service-connected ability benefits, 
non-service-connected pensions, 
and discharge upgrades. Learn 
more about HPRP’s programs and 
services by calling 410-685-6589.

WSSC Approves Bill 
Amnesty Program

Starting June 1st, the Wash-
ington Suburban Sanitary Com-
mission (WSSC) will launch a 
month-long program for those 
who have delinquent balances as 
of May 1, 2023. The program will 
provide bill credits, waive late 
payment charges, and turn-on fees 
for eligible customers. Residential 
water service turn offs will also be 
temporarily suspended. As of late 
March, almost 87,000 accounts 
are past due, totaling almost $57 
million, most of which are resi-
dential customers. For more infor-
mation about WSSC Water’s “Get 
Current” program, go to www.
wsscwater.com/getcurrent.

Where’s My Straw?
Like many of us, you probably 

have a drawer full of straws, plastic 
ware, and napkins. Starting June 1, 
check your takeout bags for straws, 
utensils, stirrers, cup sleeves, and 
condiments. This new legislation 
applies to full-service restaurants, 
coffee shops, supermarkets, vend-
ing trucks, food trucks, and cafete-
rias. Single-use food ware acces-
sories and condiments will only be 
provided upon request.

DERNOGA 
continues on page 10

Senator Jim Rosapepe

ROSEPEPE 
continues on page 11
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James Owsley Butcher 
(1932-2023)

When Jim Butcher passed away 
in the early hours of May 5, he left 
a gaping hole in the lives of his 
wife, Barbara; his two sons, Mat-
thew and Christopher; and his two 
granddaughters, Alex Mlynarski 
and Hannah Berk. Gaping because 
above all else, he was all in for his 
family and for the last six decades 
of his 90-year existence had devot-
ed most of his time and energy 
toward helping them have a full, 
happy life. But he also was a boon 
for the Beltsville community.  This, 
after more than 30 years of work-
ing for the US Department of Agri-
culture and then as a Consultant-
International for the University of 
Maryland. 

“I remember sitting on Pa’s lap 
playing Minesweeper,” says Han-
nah about her first memory of her 
Grandpa. She was his “Hannah-
boo” or just “Boo;” he often sang 
“Ain’t nothin but a hound dog,” 
and “When the moon hits your 
eye” to her—even though he was 
not at all musical. To Alex, Pa was 
just always there, curious about 
her day and her dreams, “bright 
and optimistic but in a practical 
way,” she recalls. She credits him 
with helping her approach life logi-
cally, particularly when it comes to 
financial decisions. What she will 
miss most is how he would often 
reach out, grab her hand, give it a 
squeeze, and say, “Good girl, good 
girl.”  

How much did he love them? 
Jim still has a stuffed one-eye cow 
that Hanna made when she was 
learning to sew with Grandma, 
as well as a rock painted green 
with “Pa” in a little kid’s scrawl. 
Alex loved that Pa got her a piano 
and even though she and Hannah 
both hated their piano lessons, they 
persevered because Pa would take 
them to the lessons and on the way 
home stop at Costco for soft-serve 
ice cream. And because Pa played 
bluegrass on the radio then, Han-
nah says she developed a lifelong 
love of old country music. “He was 
definitely family first,” says Chris’s 
wife, Ginger.   While working in 
Rome in 1974 he telegrammed 
(and kept) a “happy birthday” mes-
sage to his young son Chris. 

Jim considered himself an intro-
vert, but he loved one-on-one con-
versations and finding out about 

the origins and stories of everyone 
he encountered from the busboys 
at his favorite Mexican restaurant 
to the Georgetown University hos-
pital surgeons. And he loved to 
tell stories. “His stories and slow-
paced energy played a large role 
in why I ended up in a small 
town,” says Hannah, who now 
lives in Starkville, Mississippi with 
her husband Mathew. “It was hard 
moving, but it makes me feel closer 
to him when I’m there.” 

He also described himself as 
“a stoic, gadfly, and curmudgeon” 
as he liked to take a firm, if not 
contrarian, view. He liked to joke 
that he was chairman and sole 
member of the Yellow Dandelion 
Party. That could be tough on his 
family. Matt had to ponder Jim’s 
query, “Is this a good engineering 
decision?” all the way to Florida on 
a last-minute college spring break 
trip. Even to go down the block to 
see friends for a few minutes, Chris 
would be first grilled extensively 
about the state of his homework—
he was not a very motivated stu-
dent. And during frequent sessions 
with dad and his flash cards, “I 
felt like my fingernails were being 
pulled out,” Chris recalls. Years 
later, granddaughter Alex felt the 
same way when Jim was helping 
her with math.  But whenever she 
was prepping for a science fair, 
she’d do a trial run of her presen-
tation for Jim “half dreading and 
half looking forward to it,” as she 
knew he would quiz her until she 
had it down. “If you could survive 
the questioning with Pa, you could 
probably survive any judge.” 

Having grown up poor in the 
aftermath of the Great Depression, 
Jim was frugal to a fault, hating 
to spend money so much that he 

had to have Barbara write out the 
checks needed to pay bills. When 
the family took a three-week cross 
country RV trip, he refused to set 
up a budget, fearing that his family 
“would just spend it all,”. So, Barb 
assigned him the task of keeping 
a daily journal and that kept him 
occupied. And now we all appreci-
ate having those written memories.

On her refrigerator door, Barb 
had a cartoon that said, “I married 
you for life but not for lunch.”  And 
when Jim retired, she threatened to 
make him take guitar lessons. Jim 
took that cartoon to heart.  But in 
1984, his techy son had gotten Jim 
hooked on computers and he began 
to write. He penned his memoir 
and became a business reporter 
and occasional restaurant critic for 
the Beltsville News. He covered all 
sorts of enterprises, from the local 
radiator repair shop to the now 
absorbed Digex, one of the world’s 
first internet providers. He extolled 
the delights of his favorite Mexican 
restaurant, the Sierra Grill; wel-
comed Aldi’s as the new, CHEAP, 
grocery in town, and interviewed 
the Behnke’s about that iconic 
nursery.  

Born August 13, 1932, in 
Springfield, Missouri, Jim never 
felt far from his roots in rural 
Hickory County. His career at the 
USDA began immediately after he 
graduated from the University of 
Missouri, having attended thanks 
to the GI Bill after an Army stint in 
Korea as a chief preventive medi-
cine technician. Whether helping 
to breed dairy cattle in the Virgin 
Islands or awarding agriculture 
research grants around the world, 
he strongly believed, as did Nor-
man Borlaug, the father of the 
Green Revolution, that improve-

ments in agriculture would truly 
help people. The job brought him 
to Beltsville in the early 1960s and 
after square dancing one afternoon, 
he noticed houses going up off 
Yucca Street and bought one for 
$27,500. Soon he was transferred 
from the Beltsville campus to the 
USDA’s downtown headquarters 
but rather than leave Beltsville, 
he commuted by bus, carpool and 
even on the new Red Line when 
not overseas. His stint at another 
USDA building led to calling him-
self the “K Street Cowboy.” 

After leaving the USDA, he 
kept up USDA ties as director 
of the Friends of Agricultural 
Research–Beltsville, volunteering 
at the group’s science trailer when 
it visited the elementary school in 
his backyard and drafting congres-
sional testimony. He was constantly 
honing his writing skills. His book-
shelves were full of dictionaries, 
style guides and grammar books, 
and Ginger, when she started writ-
ing for the Beltsville News and 
later for her job at NASA, sought 
out his editing advice. “He would 
often say, ‘I don’t want to have 
cow blood all over the paper,’” 
and Ginger would reply “Bleed on 
it,” as each red mark helped her 
improve, she says. 

Already an avid gardener and 
active in the Beltsville Garden 
club, he cultivated his passion for 
roses by establishing and maintain-
ing a thriving rose garden at the 
Emanuel United Methodist Church 
and tending finicky teacup roses 
with granddaughter Alex. Together 
they also grew green beans and 
tomatoes, each summer waging 
war against ground hogs and squir-
rels. “He was a big part of the start 
of my knowledge about garden-
ing,” Alex recalls, and years later, 
even as she became an expert her-
self, she relied on him as a sound-
ing board. He even kept a larger 
garden on the Kilbourne’s acreage.   

He loved baseball and went 
to the last Senator’s game and 

34 years later, the first Nation-
als home game. He also loved 
bread—which needed to be served 
at every meal—potatoes, ham and 
beans, fried chicken, and sirloin 
steak, a cut he regaled his dinner 
companions with the story of how 
a king liked the loin so much he 
knighted it. 

He was in perfect health until 
1985 and prided himself on daily 
exercise, often on the trail by the 
Beltsville Community Center. He 
even wore out an exercise bike that 
he used in the winter. Then what he 
thought was just prostate changes 
brought on by old age proved to 
be bladder cancer. An operation, 
radiation and chemotherapy took 
care of the tumor but not the kid-
ney failure brought on by backed 
up urine from a blocked bladder.  
Still he preserved for another five 
years, most of them with two neph-
rostomy tubes in his back to drain 
his kidneys and a hole in his gut 
for nightly peritoneal dialysis. Yet 
even when his health was failing, 
he still wanted bread at every meal.

“He was big on having a big 
celebration” says Alex and would 
always call a time-out during one 
to say how grateful he was to 
have all the family together, even 
when because of his hearing loss, 
it would be hard to follow con-
versations in a crowd. He relished 
Alex’s cooking and baking – she 
is accomplished in both, taking 
cues from her dad’s love of food—
and while he particularly loved 
her coconut cake and biscuits and 
gravy, he professed to love a meat 
dish she’d made—until he found 
out it was lamb.

In the days following his pass-
ing, people kept saying how he was 
a good man, a kind man, a smart 
man. That was Ginger’s impression 
about the whole family. “It was like 
meeting the Cleaver family,” she 
recalls about her first encounter 
with the Butchers. “They were all 
so nice and welcoming.”

Jim Butcher is sorely missed. 

Obituaries

Brewer & Marshall, Inc. Opticians
10490 Baltimore Ave. • Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-3677

Hours: Tues. & Wed. - 9am - 7pm 
 Thurs. & Fri. - 9am - 6pm
 Sat. - 10am - 2pm
 Sun. & Mon. - CLOSED

Jim Butcher

Dr. Kabir is believed to be the 
first College Park Mayor of South 
Asian descent and the first of 
Muslim faith. He grew up in Ban-
gladesh and moved to the Unit-
ed Kingdom and Canada before 
immigrating to the United States, 
where he made College Park his 
home. Dr. Kabir has lived in Col-
lege Park with his wife and two 
sons for more than two decades. 

He has represented District 1 on 
the City Council since 2011.

The City held a Special Elec-
tion for Mayor to fill the vacan-
cy following the resignation and 
subsequent arrest of the previous 
Mayor. A total of 1,850 votes were 
cast during this election, repre-
senting almost 13% of College 
Park’s 14,263 registered voters. 
Dr. Kabir won the election with 
1,008 votes received, followed by 
Catherine “Kate” Kennedy with 
469 votes, Denise Mitchell with 

354 votes, and Bryan Haddad with 
19 votes.

Dr. Kabir will serve as Mayor 
until the end of the current Mayor 
and Council term of office. The 
next City of College Park General 
Election will be held on Novem-
ber 5, 2023.  All Council seats 
and the Mayor’s position will be 
up for election and the new two-
year term will begin in December 
2023.

MAYOR
continued from page 1
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IN SUPPORT OF  THE ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21
Activities include:

BLUEBERRY MUFFIN SALE AND PRESENTATION  
FROM THE ALZHEIMER’S ASSOCIATION 

2:30-3:30 PM
(pre-order muffins by June 15th) 

CAREGIVER GARDEN PARTY 
6PM-8PM

Caregiver resources including representatives from the Alzheimer’s Association, and Physicians from  
the University of Maryland Capital Region Medical Center on caring for the Caregiver.  

Live music and wine and cheese reception.   

 RSVP encouraged to 301-937-3939 or hill.crd@meridiansenior.com

The Day With The Most Light Is The Day We Fight!®

Everyone Deserves a Great Life!
A MERIDIAN SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

®

COME JOIN HILLHAVEN ASSISTED LIVING AND  
SKILLED NURSING AS WE RECOGNIZE

Scan the QR 
code to donate!
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WWW.PRINCEGEORGESCFCU.ORG/VISA
800.952.PGCU | 301.627.2666

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Promotional Balance Transfer APR is 1.99% on transferred balances until December 31, 2023; then the standard Balance Transfer APR applies. Standard Balance Transfer APR: 8.99% to 17.99%, based on 
your creditworthiness. The Promotional Rate is not available on Visa Secured credit cards. It does not apply to balances transferred from Prince George’s Community Federal Credit Union loans. You may transfer up to your available credit limit. 
Please continue to make minimum payments on your other credit card(s) until the balance has been transferred. The other institution(s) will refund all overpayments. Payment of the account(s) authorized by you may not satisfy any outstanding 
balance(s) on the designated account(s). Prince George’s Community Federal Credit Union is not responsible for any outstanding balance(s) or additional charges in regard to such accounts, or for any changes resulting in any delay in the payment 
or transfer of balances. The total amount(s) transferred will be treated as a cash advance; finance charges will be applied from the day the balance(s) are transferred to your Prince George’s Community Federal Credit Union credit card account. 
Prince George’s Community Federal Credit Union reserves the right to refuse multiple transfers from the same credit card. Certain restrictions apply. For more information and conditions, please contact us.

Federally insured by NCUA  

DON’T HAVE A CARD? APPLY NOW!

Make 2023 the year for lowering 
your debt and attaining your 
financial goals. With our new low-
rate balance transfer credit cards, 
you can get all the power of Visa® 
and save money when you transfer 
your high-interest credit cards and 
loans to our Elite Visa Rewards  
or Visa Platinum credit cards.

PLUS:
• NO Balance Transfer Fees*

• NO Annual Fees*

• Quick Online Application

ON BALANCE 
TRANSFERS 
THRU 2023!*

Beltsville Branch
6985 Muirkirk Meadows Dr., Beltsville, MD 20705

Bowie Branch
15201 Hall Rd., Bowie, MD 20721

Largo Branch
9201 Basil Court, Largo, MD 20774

Your BEST 
resolution 
of 2023!

1.99
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Check us out on Facebook!
The Beltsville News

Tech Sense By John Bell

June Potpourri
Last month I had the opportu-

nity to do a presentation for the 
Laurel Senior Friendship Club. 
We designed this as a question-
and-answer session where the 
audience asked questions about 
technology, and I did my best to 
answer them. The group asked 
many excellent questions, and I 
thought it would be nice to share 
some of the Q&A with my readers. 
To be fair, I asked the first ques-
tion to kick the session off so I will 
start with that one.

Should I leave my computer 
on all of the time or should 
I turn it off when I am not 
using it?  

I am surprised how often this 
is asked. Personally, I leave my 
computers on all of the time. Mod-
ern computers will reduce their 
power consumption automatically 
when not being used. But, when 
otherwise idle, the computers will 
take the opportunity to scan the 
computer for viruses, optimize the 
hard-drives, and install updates 
during this time. Some people still 
are not comfortable with leaving 
the computer on. If you must turn 
it off, make sure you leave it on 
Tuesday night through Wednes-
day. Microsoft installs impor-
tant security updates on Tuesday 
nights, mostly the second Tuesday 
of each month. 

I was using my computer on 
the Internet and suddenly 
there was a loud alarm, and 
the full screen was flashing 
and telling me I had a virus 
and not to turn it off or shut 
it down. What should I have 
done?

I asked him if it instructed him 
to call a number to help him fix it, 
and he said yes. My instructions 
were to hold one of the ALT keys 
down (they are to the left and right 
of the space bar) and hit the F4 key 
at the same time. That will close 
down the browser immediately. 
Assuming that works you should 
be able to start the browser again 
and continue browsing. If that 
doesn’t work turn the computer off 
and restart it again. These simple 
steps should work for the vast 
majority of the times this happens.

	 What you don’t ever do 
is call the number shown on the 
screen. There are people on the 
line that want to steal your money. 
They will also ask you to connect 
to your computer and while con-
nected they will add malware and 
viruses to the computer. They will 
not actually help you. They want 
to cause harm.

Is now the time to consider 
buying a new 5G phone?  

Yes, last year was the first time 
that I felt the benefits of 5G were 
worth it. Prices have dropped on 
5G, and the carriers are finally 

providing the coverage and band-
width 5G was supposed to deliver. 
I am getting 500 megabits per 
second on my Google Pixel 6a on 
T-Mobile. My wife gets the same 
speed on her Moto One 5G Ace 
phone. That is faster than the 250 
megabits download speed I get on 
Comcast cable Internet and way 
better than Comcast’s terrible slow 
12-megabit upload speed. Just 
for comparison, I am getting 800 
megabits down and 900 megabits 
up from my Verizon Fios Internet.

Should I be using MFA?
Yes, this is one of the best ways 

to help protect your accounts. For 
those that don’t know MFA stands 
for Multi-factor Authentication. 
It requires additional proof that 
you are who you are. Along with 
the username and password, you 
also need to provide the additional 
factor. You may accomplish this 
by providing a fingerprint or an 
image of your face, or entering a 
code number provided by a mes-
sage sent your phone, or email, 
or an app on your phone that 
generates the code. The messages, 
though commonly used by banks 
are not very secure. Even so, this 
is better than nothing. 

Is it safe to do banking on 
the computer?

In general, yes, but I will go 
into some more detail. In my expe-
rience, it is safe to bank on your 

computer as long as you keep 
it malware free. I suggest that 
you reboot before connecting to a 
financial website and not run any 
other software except your brows-
er. Go directly to the bank site and 
do not click any links to get there. 
I prefer Firefox for this because I 
feel it is more secure than Chrome 
and I don’t use Microsoft’s Edge 
at all.

I never bank on my phone, and 
I do not install or use banking 
applications on my phones. For 
years phones were not secure, and 
it was impossible to create a truly 
secure banking app on a phone. 
Today’s phones have special chips 
to enhance their security, but it 
seems that many banks are still 
not very good at writing secure 
banking code.

You may think this is a  
silly question, but how long 
do you believe it will be 
until AI leads to computer 
overlords taking over our 
society?  

Actually, this is not a silly ques-
tion at all and is a common discus-
sion among many very intelligent 
people that work in the field and 
are concerned. We have seen AI 
change rapidly in just the past two 
years. AI is being used to generate 
art that competes with human art-
ists winning art contests. AI can 
now generate voices that sound 

like the original voice. It is said 
that Disney now uses AI to gener-
ate the voice of Darth Vader so 
they can use the same voice even 
when James Earl Jones is no lon-
ger to add his voice. It can auto-
matically improve our photos. My 
phone can automatically remove 
distractions from photos letting 
the AI fill in the background. AI 
is also used to recognize faces, 
license plates, and places. 

What is going on with the new 
generation of AI is amazing but 
can also have many good and 
terrible applications and conse-
quences. We have tended to look 
at some distant future AI as seen 
by Science Fiction. We rarely con-
sider the intermediate steps that 
we encounter along the way. 

Currently AI tends to be a single 
task focused on addressing spe-
cific classes of problems. To me 
these systems are not integrated 
in a way that lends itself towards 
sentience. If I had to guess, I 
would say we are still likely to be 
fifty years or more until then. 

Out of Space
Once again, I am out of space 

and need to wrap this up. Many 
thanks to the Laurel Senior 
Friendship Club for inspiring this 
month’s column. I enjoyed spend-
ing the morning with your group. 
Welcome to Summer!

Reducing Trash and  
Litter from Single-Use 
Disposable Foodware

Beginning June 1, 2023, all 
Prince George’s County food 
establishments can only provide 
disposable foodware and acces-
sories upon request or at self-serve 
stations for ready-to-eat foods. As 
a customer, be sure to ask for the 
items and condiments you need 
to enjoy your meal, for all take-
out and delivery orders placed 
in-person, on the phone, or online. 
The new law applies to all food 
service businesses, including full-
service, fast food, cafés, delis, cof-
fee shops, supermarkets, grocery 
stores, vending trucks or carts, 
food trucks, and cafeterias. Sin-
gle-use foodware items covered 
by the new requirements include: 
• Utensils (knives, forks, spoons, 
chopsticks) • Splash sticks and 

stirrers* • Straws* • Condiment 
cups and packets • Cup sleeves 

• Napkins *Under County law, 
only compostable and paper prod-
ucts are permitted. For more infor-
mation, visit mypgc.us/singleuse

Are you behind on your 
WSSC water bill? 

WSSC leadership has approved 
a temporary water bill amnesty 
program to help customers “Get 
Current” with delinquent water/
sewer bills. The program, which 
will run from June 1-30, provides 
bill credits & waives late fees for 
qualified customers. Learn more 
at wsscwater.com/getcurrent

Contact Us
Please keep in touch. Email us 

at councildistrict1@co.pg.md.us 
or call 301.952.3887. Se habla 
Español. On parle Francais. Fol-
low us on Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram: @TomDernogaD1

DERNOGA
continued from page 6

summertime mode where we will be out and about 
hiking, biking, fishing, and going to the Baysox for 
Scout night!

If you are interested in joining Cub Scouts, con-
tact Regina Halper at Pack1031cubscouting@gmail.

com for information. We are a family scouting unit. 
We learn outdoor skills, citizenship, STEM, nature 
and doing service. We meet during the school year 
at Beltsville Academy for our den meetings. In the 
summer we will be out and about in the parks learn-
ing about nature, doing service and hiking in the 
outdoors.

-Pack 1031 scouts resting after their hike

ARROW OF LIGHT
continued from page 1
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Neighbors in the News

Crossword Solution from page 5

Elderly Property  
Tax Credit

What is this new credit?
• Beginning July 1, 2023, 

Prince George’s County will pro-
vide up to a 20% credit of the 
County portion of the property tax 
bill, inclusive of any Homeown-
ers and Homestead Credit (total 
max of 20%), for up to 5 years. * 
A fiscal year is defined as July 1 
through June 30 of the following 
year.

Who is eligible for this credit?
• To be eligible for this credit, 

you must meet all the following 
criteria:

1. At least one homeowner is 
age 65 and over (by June 30 of the 
prior fiscal year) AND

2. The eligible homeowner has 
resided at the property the credit 
is sought for at least the previous 
ten fiscal years AND

3. The assessed value of 
your property does not exceed 
$500,000 as of July 1, 2023. AND 
adjusted annually for new appli-
cants by the lesser of CPI or 3%.

4. Applications must be 
received by October 1st of the fis-
cal year the credit is sought.

Example: Received by October 

1, 2023, for the fiscal year billing 
of July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024.

How do I know the assessed 
value of my property?

1. Your prior year’s tax bill 
reflects the assessed value. How-
ever, this value updates effective 
July 1 of each year as provided by 
the State Department of Assess-
ments and Taxation.

2. If you do not have a tax bill 
available, you can look up your 
account using your street address 
on the Tax Inquiry page: http://
taxinquiry.princegeorgescoun-
tymd.gov/TaxInquiry.aspx

How do I apply?
• Applications will be made 

available online and at various 
locations. You can check out the 
site here for updates:  https://
www.princegeorgescountymd.
gov/426/Property-Taxes

• The County plans to have at 
least two enrollment fairs to assist 
residents with applying

Contact Me
Please let me know if there 

are other issues you have ques-
tions or thoughts about. And, of 
course, feel free to be in touch if 
I can be of help to you. Just email 
21stDistrictDelegation@gmail.
com or call 410-841-3141.

ROSEPEPE
continued from page 6

Delmarva Chicken Association if 
they are selected to participate in 
the Governor’s cookout (limited 
to one high school and one col-
lege team).

Selected teams will be invit-
ed to provide, prepare, and share 
their dish at the Governor’s cook-
out. Complete rules of entry and 
additional information are avail-

able on the department’s website. 
Recipes must be submitted using 
this online form. 

Previously submitted recipes 
are not eligible. A $200 stipend 
toward cost will be provided by 
the department. 

Chefs who have questions 
should contact Karen Fedor at 
karen.fedor@maryland.gov or 
Audrey Broomfield at audrey.
broomfield@maryland.gov.  

COOKOUT
continued from page 2

Crave Culture: The Average Marylander Can Only 
Go 16 Days Without Coffee or Alcohol, Finds Study

It’s no secret that Americans 
love their coffee and alcohol. 
From early morning pick-me-ups 
to after-work drinks, these bev-
erages are staples in our daily 
routines. Whether you’re a cof-
fee aficionado or a connoisseur 
of craft beer, there’s no denying 
that coffee and alcohol hold a 
special place in the hearts of many 
Americans. But just how much 
do we love these beverages? A 
lot it seems. That is according to 
a survey of 4,000 respondents by 
CraftCoffeeSpot.com with some 
interesting results…

The average Marylander admits 
they can go just 12 days without 
their beloved cup of joe. It’s safe 
to assume that after that point, 
our energy levels and productivity 
might take a major hit. It seems 
that without our caffeine fix, we 
may be more likely to call it a day. 
As the (not that) old saying goes, 
“no coffee, no workee…”

When it comes to alcohol, our 
relationship is only a little less 
dependent. The average drinker 

in Maryland can only go 20 days 
before they need booze. Perhaps 
this isn’t surprising - alcohol has 
embedded itself in American cul-
ture since the beginning of the 
republic. The BadaBing, Joe’s, 
The Speakeasy, there is never a 
shortage of places to grab a drink 
in America – there are approxi-
mately 70,000 bars in the country.

This means that, combined, 

Marylanders can only go 16 days 
without caffeine or booze.

By state, the most dependent 
on coffee and alcohol are in New 
Hampshire and Virginia. Granite 
Staters can last just two days with-
out coffee, while Virginians can 
make it 11 days before they need 
an alcoholic beverage.

CraftCoffeeSpot.com also sur-
veyed respondents to find out if 
there was a cap on our love of cof-
fee – asking what is the maximum 
price they would be willing to pay 
for their favorite cup of ‘java’. 
Interestingly, the average coffee 
drinker is willing to pay up to 
$5.57 for just one cup!

Finally, respondents were 
quizzed on their favorite way 
of making coffee at home. The 
results were as follows:
1.	41% of respondents said they 

use a pod coffee machine.
2.	  39% said a drip coffee maker. 
3.	13% said an espresso machine.
4.	7% said pour over coffee.

Celebrating 10 years of Dedication and 
Fitness at Wellness For Life!

Wellness for Life Fitness Cen-
ter recently had the pleasure of 
hosting a social gathering to honor 
their amazing gym members who 
are 80 years or older with 10 years 
or more of continuous member-
ship. To show their appreciation 
for dedication and loyalty, WFL 
gave them all a special gift - a free 
membership for life!

“We couldn’t be more grateful 
for these members who have made 
our gym what it is today. They’ve 
shown us that hard work, commit-
ment, and a love for fitness can 
truly pay off in the long run.” said 
Trish, WFL Manager.

The seasoned members cut 
cake and reminisced as Clai, WFL 
Owner expressed his sincere grati-

tude “We’re proud to be a partner 
in their health and fitness journeys 
and look forward to many more 
years of working out together!”

Wellness for Life just celebrat-
ed 25 years of business in Laurel. 
They are located above the Gar-
dens Icehouse Center in the Fair-
land Regional Park.
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AREA EVENTS

COLLEGE PARK AVIATION MUSEUM
Address: 1985 Corporal Frank Scott 
Dr., College Park, MD 20740. Phone: 
301.864.6029. Fax: 301.927.6472. 
Regular hours of operation: Open Tues-
day – Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Closed Mondays and major holidays. 
Some events may have special hours of 
operation. Cost: Adults/$5; Seniors/$4; 
Children/$2 (1-year-old and under, free). 
The museum exhibit area highlights 10 
unique aircraft and objects relating the 
history of early aviation at the College 
Park Airport. Please contact the museum 
regarding additional activities and 
updates to COVID-19 protocols.

SOAR INTO SUMMER WEEK-LONG 
EVENT7
Soar into Summer with College Park Avi-
ation Museum! Each day, participants will 
explore a different aviation topic through 
a variety of STEAM hands-on experienc-
es, outdoor activities, and experiments. 
Registration is for the entire week. Ages 
8–12. Advance registration required. 
Fee: $85/Resident, $110/Non-Resident.

LAUREL–BELTSVILLE SENIOR 
ACTIVITY CENTER
Masks are optional. Contact the center 
for updates. Membership is free for 
Beltsville residents who are 60 years old 
or older. Closed on Sundays and most 
major holidays. Contact the center for 
updates to hours of operation and current 
COVID-19 protocols. Address: 7120 Con-
tee Rd., Laurel, MD 20707, around the 
corner from the University of Maryland 
Medical Center. Phone: 301.206.3350. 
Fax: 301.206.3387. Maryland Relay 7-1-
1 for customers who are deaf, hard of 
hearing, or have a speech disability.

LAUREL SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
(LSFC)
Our next meeting will be Wed., June 14 
at 10:30 a.m. The meeting room doors 
open at 9:30 a.m. We will have a short 
business meeting and Steve Flynn will 
entertain us with various Frank Sinatra 
songs.
• Save the Date: July 12, Holly Burnham 
from the Montpelier House Museum will 
speak on Slavery Resistance in Maryland.

• Every Tuesday Bingo: 12 noon each 
Tuesday (doors open at 11 a.m.); fee for 
cards, NO admission fee.
Interested people can contact the LSFC 
office for more details on Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday, and Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. at 301-206-3380.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE VISITOR  
CENTER
Main phone: 301.497.5772. Address: 
10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop, Laurel, 
MD 20708. The entrance is accessed 
from Powder Mill Rd. between the Bal-
timore–Washington Pkwy. and Rt. 197. 
Free admission and free parking. Cur-
rent social distancing and face covering 
requirements match those of Prince 
George’s County. All dogs must be kept 
on a leash (no longer than 6 feet) for 
their own safety as well as that of other 
visitors and wildlife. Regular hours of 
operation for the trails and grounds are: 
Open daily from sunrise to sunset, except 
for federal holidays. See the Friends of 
Patuxent website for more information at 
https://friendsofpatuxent.org/.

THE BUILDING, ART GALLERY, & 
BOOKSTORE
Contact the Visitor Center for updates. 
Main phone: 301.497.5772. Join our 
e-mail list by contacting timothy_park-
er@fws.gov. More information can be 
found at www.fws.gov/refuge/patuxent. 
The Visitor Center and the art gallery are 
open Tuesday – Saturday from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.; closed on Sunday, Monday, 
and federal holidays. The art gallery is 
adjacent to the bookstore. The featured 
artist for June 2023 is Ms. Kemlyn 
Brazda, who specializes in mixed 
media. The bookstore is open Tuesday 
– Friday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

JUNIOR RANGER FISHING EVENT
Sat., June 10: Two sessions 1) 9 a.m. to 
10 a.m., and 2) 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Ages 
5 – 15, registration is required. Join 
us for a morning of fishing in partner-
ship with the National Park Service and 
the Chesapeake Bay Office. Learn more 
about the Junior Angler program to raise 
awareness of the Chesapeake watershed. 
Youth will learn the basics of fishing.

Karen M. Coakley

CHECK OUT THE 3D VIRTUAL TOURS  
OF MY HOMES LISTED BELOW:

Karen M. Coakley GRI
Your 110% Real Estate Agent!
301-741-7672 (cell)
240-295-6000 (office)

You know me . . .  
     I know Real Estate!

BELTSVILLE: 
COMPLETE  

RENOVATION TOP TO 
BOTTOM! 3 BDRMS. 
3,5 BATHS GARAGE  

& CARPORT 
$525,000

SOLD in  SOLD in  

9 DAYS$$$9 DAYS$$$

The Spring Market is Sizzling! 
Inventory is Low! 

Thinking of Selling?  
Give Me a Call!

SPECIAL FINANCING PROGRAMS WITH CLOSING COST  
ASSISTANCE!!!  CALL FOR DETAILS 

JUNE 2023

Calendar of Events

IF IT'S  
REAL ESTATE, 
IT'S  
ROBERTA!!

ROBERTA 
301-937-3124
Experienced, Reputable • Distinguished Sales Club 

Full time professional • CRS, GRI, SFR

175 Admiral Cochrane Dr. Suite 112 Annapolis, MD 21401

E-mail: robertayaklich@gmail.com • Office: 301-970-2447

Associate Broker

Maryland Housing Statistics April 2023

CALENDAR 
continues on page 14
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Beltsville News
CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. Joseph Catholic Church
www.stjosephbeltsville.org

Pastor: Father Robert Maro 
Masses: Please contact  

parish office for schedule
Adult, Youth and Children Faith Formation 

reled@stjosephbeltsville.org 
Director: Mrs. Helene H. Stever                                        

St. Joseph’s Regional Catholic School 
www.stjosrcs.org 

Principal: Mrs. Erin Meunier 

11007 Montgomery Road
Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7183

Masses: Sat Vigil 5:00pm, Sun’s 8:30am*, 11:00am;  
Mon, Wed-Friday 8:00am; Wed 2:15pm**; and 1st Sat’s 8:00am

*The Mass on Sunday 8:30am is also live streamed, connect with us on Flocknote 
for the link. ** The Mass on Wednesday at 2:15pm is only when School is open.

St. Gregory of Nyssa  
Byzantine Catholic Church

(Alternating) 9, 11 am Sunday Liturgy. Schedule, Bulletin, Facebook:

www.stgregoryofnyssa.net

12420 Old Gunpowder Spur Road, Beltsville
(301) 953-9323 - Come and See

Jason’s Jive By Jason Inanga

I just turned 53 years old, and 
I am thankful and grateful to be 
alive and in relatively good health. 
God has blessed me in many ways, 
even when I don’t deserve it. In 
2014, I survived a stroke. Was 
driving on 495 to somewhere in 
Montgomery County, going rock 
climbing with the Beltsville Path-
finders Club, when I got the attack 
while on the highway. Actually, I 
may have been on 270 at the time. 
I hate to imagine what could have 
happened if we were actually in 
the process of climbing the rocks 
and then I had the medical situa-
tion. I got admitted Sunday eve-
ning at Laurel Regional Hospital 
and was 70% recovered by Tues-
day, discharged Thursday. 

Then in 2018, I was on I 66, 
taking my son back to his board-
ing school at the Shenandoah Val-
ley Academy and we hydroplaned, 
and the vehicle spun out of con-
trol, just as we crossed a bridge. 
I passed out in the process. A 
tractor-trailer was the next vehicle 
coming around the corner, having 
just crossed the bridge. It hit us 
smack on my son’s side of the car. 
The vehicle was a write-off. Mira-
cle again… God saved us. All my 
son had was a scratch and I had a 
scar on my head from the airbags 
deploying and whiplash. I cannot 
give you the details due to space. 

So please let us not take life for 
granted and live our lives right, 
every day. I know it can be a bit 

of a challenge, but it is the least 
one can do. Be nice to others. 
Sometimes people are having a 
rough day and just need a smile or 
a kind word. 

Here in Dallas, part of my job 
has me going to a medical labo-
ratory at UT Southwestern on a 
daily basis. There is a lady who 
walks past me around 6:30 pm 
daily. I see her and I know what 
time it is. We have gone from just 
a little head nod to actual greet-
ings. The other day, she was walk-
ing with a limp, and I had to ask 
her what happened. She explained, 
and in conversation, I got to know 
she is of Colombian heritage. I 
would never have guessed. But 
now we look forward to walking 
past and smiling and exchanging 
kind words. I know it doesn’t 
work with everyone as some peo-
ple just have that dominant mean 
spirit in them, but beneath all that, 
there is an element of niceness. 
Try smiling at someone you don’t 
know and exchange a pleasantry. 
For example, when I hold doors 
open for people at the gas station, 
as they say, ‘thank you,’ I put out 
my hand and tell them, ‘The door-
man accepts tips,’ and it gets them 
laughing or gets a brief conversa-
tion going. Even though I am bad 
at it, I sometimes will tell them 
to say something, so I can guess 
what state the accent is from. Oh, 
do they love that? 

Talking about accents in the 

USA, how good are you at hearing 
an accent and being able to pin-
point it to the specific state? I think 
that is a gift for some people. I rec-
ognize the Baltimore-type accent, 
and a bit of the Texas drawl. Here, 
I have met people at work and in 
conversation, someone else will 
say, ‘Oh, you’re from Louisiana or 
Missouri,’ How are you able to tell 
the difference? Is there an accent 
distinct to Maryland and North 
Virginia? I am going to try and 
guess with some folk today, just to 
see. Having lived in Nigeria and 
the Caribbean growing up, I am 
able to hear a Nigerian speak and 
to a large extent, I know what part 
of the country the person is from. 
Similarly, the Caribbean accent is 
easy. Trinidad, Barbados, Guyana, 
and Jamaica – those accents are 
super easy to guess. St. Lucia and 
Dominica have some similarities 
in accents and then the general 
joke in the Eastern Caribbean, 
we say people from St. Thomas 
(USVI) don’t speak well. Theirs 
is a distinct accent. Last month I 
had an interaction with five gen-
tlemen from Ireland, and I kid 
you not, I could not understand a 
word of what they said. It sounded 
like a totally different language. 
Life is amazing! So, as I close, I 
started with my birthday and will 
end with the anniversary of my 
employment at FedEx Express. 
June 1, 2023 will mark the start of 
23 years. That’s the Jive!

Club News

Beltsville Young at Heart
by Lois Hamilton

Spring has sprung, as the say-
ing goes, and the Beltsville Young 
at Heart is ready for our last meet-
ing on June 15 before summer 
vacations. We cannot meet in July 
or August because the Beltsville 
Community Center needs “our” 
room for their “kids camp.”

We decided that June 15 will 
be a potluck for members and 
guests. You can bring anything: an 
entree, side, or dessert. We’ll eat 
anything, (almost). Our new time 
to open doors is 10:30 am, so you 
can get refreshments, sign up for 
trips, take a chance with a 50/50 

ticket, or buy an item from the 
Ways & Means table from Rosie. 
There isn’t any entertainment in 
June, but we may play some Bingo 
if people would like to. All money 
at bingo goes back to the players.

We will meet again on Septem-
ber 21, at 10:30 at the Beltsville 
Community Center, 3900 Sellman 
Road as usual. Any questions, call 
me at 301-498-9736 and leave a 
message if I’m not home. I hope 
everyone has a cool and relaxing 
summer.

“Flowers always make people 
better, happier, and more helpful; 
they are sunshine, food and medi-
cine for the soul.” ~L. Burbank

Check us out on Facebook!
The Beltsville News

Maryland Summer-Fall Striped Bass Season Regulations 
Includes New Maximum Size to Conserve Spawning Stock
Regulations Take Effect May 16, Following Actions Approved by the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission

The Maryland Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
announced regulations for 
the summer recreational 
striped bass fishing season 
beginning May 16, 2023, 
including a new maximum 
size of 31 inches that is 
being enacted in states 
throughout the Atlantic 
Coast. The department will 
continue other conserva-
tion actions – including a 
one-fish daily catch limit 
and a summer closure – 
that have been in place the 
past two seasons to protect 
the future of striped bass 
fishing. 

The summer-fall season 
in most areas of the Chesapeake 
Bay and its tidal tributaries will 
be open May 16 through July 
15. All areas of the Bay will be 
closed to any targeting of striped 
bass from July 16 through July 31, 
and will reopen August 1 through 
December 10. Anglers may keep 
one striped bass per person, per 
day, with a minimum length of 
19 inches and a maximum length 
of 31 inches. A smaller maxi-

mum size of 26 inches is in place 
in the Susquehanna Flats, Lower 
Susquehanna River, and North 
East River until June 1.

In Maryland’s portion of the 
Atlantic Ocean and its coastal 
bays, which are open to striped 
bass fishing all year, anglers may 
keep one striped bass per person, 
per day, with a minimum length of 
28 inches and a maximum length 
of 31 inches. This regulation also 

goes into effect May 16. 
The Maryland Tro-

phy Striped Bass season, 
ongoing through May 15, 
is not affected by these 
regulations. 

On May 2, 2023, the 
StripedBass Board of 
Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission 
took emergency action 
requiring every recre-
ational fishery from Maine 
to North Carolina, includ-
ing the Chesapeake Bay, 
to implement a 31-inch 
maximum size limit. This 
conservation measure was 
done in order to provide 
protection for the strong 

2015 year class as they grow into 
spawning age. Although the emer-
gency rule expires October 28, it is 
likely to be extended by the board, 
and Maryland, Virginia, and the 
Potomac River Fisheries Commis-
sion are setting the 31-inch maxi-
mum for the entire 2023 season. 
The Commission has scheduled 

Photo by Will Parson/Chesapeake Bay Program

Striped Bass season has begun in Maryland.

BASS 
continues on page 15
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Beltsville News CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. John’s Episcopal/Anglican Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 • www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

The Reverend Joseph M. Constant, Rector

Join us for In Person Worship every Sunday at 10 AM 
Youth Sunday School 11:15 AM

To view services online:  
Go to https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsZionParish/Live/

Other services online via Zoom: Wednesday Noonday; 
Thursday Bible Study and Compline 7 PM via Zoom

Contact the Church office if you 
are interested in any of these 
resources

Our Mission: To Share God’s 
love with everyone to bring  
hope and change lives. 

First Baptist Church
of Beltsville (SBC)

4700 Odell Road Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7771

www.fbcbeltsville.org
Keith Holland, Pastor

Sundays:
Sunday School for all ages  9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Children's Church (4yr - 3rd grade) 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays:
Adult Bible Study & Prayer 7:00 p.m.

VBS Kick Off 
Saturday, June 24 from 1-3 p.m.

FREE!  FREE!  FREE!
Fun, games and food to kick off the VBS week following! 

Join our team as we discover God’s plans for us.

Vacation Bible School 
At First Baptist Church of Beltsville 

Coming this summer in person 
June 26-30 • Monday – Friday 

9:00 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
All VBS events are FREE 

Children 4 years-6th grade are welcome 
Pre-register online at http://www.fbcbeltsville.org/vbs.cfm 

or call the church office at 301-937-7771

MANAGING YOUR BUTTERFLY  
GARDEN
Sat., June 10 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
All ages, registration required. Tour the 
gardens and discover how to build a but-
terfly garden. Learn the best timing for 
planting a garden, how to manage inva-
sive plants, and how restore your garden 
without herbicides.

EASY BUTTERFLY-HABITAT 
GARDENS
Sat. June 17 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
All ages, registration required. Learn how 
to provide basic habitat to attract com-
mon native butterflies and birds to your 
yard. In this class we will look at on-line 
resources available to help you invite 
more wildlife to your yard. Some free 
native plants may be available.

FAMILY FUN: WELCOME WILDLIFE 
TO YOUR YARD  
Fri., June 23 and Sat., June 24 from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. each day. All ages, 
no registration. As houses and shop-
ping centers continue to replace wildlife 
habitat, the birds, bugs, and animals 
need to find new places to live. Why not 
welcome them to your back yard? You 
don’t need a big yard— even a small 
balcony can provide a mini habitat. Come 
learn various ways to attract and help 
wildlife, while you enjoy hands-on activi-
ties, games, and crafts. There will be 
something for everyone! This is a drop-in 
program: come when you wish and leave 
when you’re ready.

POLLINATORS IN A POT
Sat., June 24 from 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
All ages, registration required. How do 
you create a wildlife home in the limited 
space of a patio or deck? Join in on this 
informative session and adopt a native 
plant grown at the USGS Bee Lab.

KIDS DISCOVERY CENTER
Tue. – Sat. at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 
and 12 noon. Duration: 35 minutes, 
each session. Registration is strongly 
recommended. Children receive a FREE 
take-home activity booklet and a surprise 
after completing a session at the Kid’s 
Discovery Center. Upcoming Themes:
June: Snakes! They don’t have arms or 
legs, or eyelids that cover their eyes, or 
external ears. 
July: Nocturnal Animals. Find out 
whooo’s on the prowl when you’re asleep 
and learn about Maryland’s night crea-
tures.
August: Timber! Who likes rotting 
trees? Whether birds, mammals, insects, 
or vegetation like rotting trees best, it is 
anybody’s guess! 
Activities are designed for: 1) Children 
ages 3–9, with parent/guardian support; 
2) Young Special Needs populations, with 
adult support; and 3) Young English-
language-learners, with adult support. 
Older siblings are encouraged to join 
with parents and work with their younger 
siblings to help them understand and 
complete the activities.  

JUNE MONARCH MAGIC!
The Monarch butterflies are back and 
the Monarch Magic Center is open Tue. 
– Sat. from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. See 
these amazing creatures and their vari-
ous stages of development from eggs to 
caterpillars to butterflies. .

DERNOGA
continued from page 12

CALENDAR 
continues on page 15
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Classifieds • Call  301-257-3408

hallrental@beltsvillevfd.com

www.burtonsvillefuel.comwww.burtonsvillefuel.com

FAMILY OWNED

301-717-3500

I PAY CASH FOR 
OLD RECORDS

Albums and 45s from 50s, 60s, 70s
Highest Prices Paid

Call Tom at (410) 533-1057

Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

4400 Powder Mill Rd. Beltsville, MD 20705-2751

301-937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Cremation 
Service

Traditional 
Funerals

SERVICES
HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL. 
Complete Clean Out - Garages, Homes, 
Construction Debris, etc. Licensed, 
insured, free estimates. Mike Smith 301-
346-0840.   07/23

ESTATE PLANNING - will, health direc-
tive, financial POA package $400, MD 
licensed attorney Naomi Littlefield, 202-
246-1072, littlefieldnaomi@gmail.com. 
09/23

BELTSVILLE EVENTS

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL LIBRARY 
(NAL)
Address: 10301 Baltimore Ave. 
in Beltsville. Main phone number: 
301.504.5755. NAL is on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/#!/National_Ag_Lib. 
We continue to serve our customers 
remotely during regular business hours. 
Online information products are always 
available at NAL.usda.gov and Nutrition.
gov. Get MyPlate nutrition information for 
babies and toddlers via the free Amazon 
Alexa app. To learn more, visit www.
myplate.gov/myplateassistant.

BELTSVILLE LIBRARY
Address: 4319 Sellman Rd., Beltsville, 
next to the police station. The main 
phone number is 301.937.0294. TTY: 
301.808.2061. Ask a Librarian telephone 
reference: 240.455.5451. Regular hours 
of operation are Mon., Thur., and Fri. 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Tue. and Wed. 
from 12 noon to 8 p.m.; Sat. from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sun. 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m.; closed on most major holidays. 
Contact the library for updates and late 
changes. See www.pgcmls.info/location/
Beltsville.

CALENDAR
continued from page 14Boordy Vineyards Dessert Wine Wins 2023 

Maryland Winemasters Choice Competition
The winery’s 2015 Veritas dessert wine claims the 
annual Maryland Comptroller’s Cup award

The 2023 Maryland Wine-
masters Choice Competition 
featured a record 147 entries 
and included Maryland-made 
wines from 23 wineries. 
Judges determined that 
Boordy Vineyards’ 2015 
Veritas performed best and 
earned the 2023 Comptrol-
ler’s Cup. The competition 
showcased a diverse range 
of entries, from exquisitely 
crafted sweet fruit wines to 
fine white and red wine 
varietals.

“Boordy Vineyards 
bridges the gap between 
Maryland’s wine-grow-
ing heritage and modern 
approaches to crafting 
fine local wines,” says 
Kelly Dudeck, executive 
director of the Maryland 
Wineries Association. “This award 
highlights the winery’s commit-
ment to growing and producing 
award-winning wines in the state 
while showing that unique wine 
styles, like the 2015 Veritas des-
sert wine, can consistently earn the 
judges’ favor at competitions.”

Boordy Vineyards’ Veritas is 
a luscious and full-bodied dessert 
wine crafted from locally grown 
grapes. The wine’s aromas of 
orange and caramel develop from 
gradual oxidation while aging in 
French oak. The 2015 Veritas unan-
imously earned double gold before 
claiming the best fortified/dessert 
wine award and the competition’s 
“Best in Show” title.

“We have produced Veritas for 
over two decades, having discov-
ered almost by accident that Cham-

bourcin makes an exceptional 
port-style wine when appro-
priately vinified and patiently 
aged, said Rob Deford, presi-

dent of Boordy Vineyards. 
“Our 2015 Veritas spent 7 
years in barrel, allowing 
it ample time to develop 
its nuanced aromas and 
depth of flavor. The credit 
for our Veritas goes to our 
vineyard crew, led by Ron 
Wates, and our winemak-
ers Tom Burns and Jose 
Real.”

Located in Hydes, 
Boordy Vineyards 
became a bonded winery 
in 1945. The vineyards 
and winery have been 
owned by the Deford 
family since the 1980s. 
Today, Boordy operates 

vineyards in Baltimore and Freder-
ick counties. The Hydes vineyard, 
winery and tasting room attract 
local residents and tourists to its 
beautiful property throughout the 
year.

Of the event’s 147 entries, 
119 wines earned scores qualify-
ing them for medals. Best-in-class 
acknowledgments were awarded to 
wines in 9 categories. The event 
awarded five double gold medals, 
14 gold medals and an additional 
96 silver and bronze medals. These 
results underscore the tremendous 
quality of the competition’s entries 
and the participating wineries.

To see the rest of the competi-
tion medalists and to learn more 
about the Maryland Wineries Asso-
ciation, please visit marylandwine.
com.
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four virtual public hearings on this 
emergency action beginning May 
17 – information on registering 
these hearings is available on the 
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries 
Commission website.

More information and com-
plete regulations on striped bass 
fishing in Maryland waters is 
available on the Department of 
Natural Resources website.
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