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October is Fire Safety Month. 
Smoke Alarms Have you Updated 
to the Newer Smoke Alarms with a 
10-year battery? Have you consid-
ered a combination Carbon Mon-
oxide and Smoke Alarm? Does 
your home have a Fire Extin-
guisher? Not sure what is best for 
your home? Stop by the Beltsville 
Volunteer Fire Fest on Saturday, 
October 28th Noon - 4 p.m. 4911 
Prince Georges Avenue, Beltsville

School has started, so remem-
ber that drivers must stop for buses 
when their lights are flashing. Do 
not go around school buses when 
they have stopped. Also, please 
watch out for children walking to 
school and trying to cross the road.

CALL 311 county services if 
your trash and recycling have not 
been picked up, or there are over-
sized trucks parked in your neigh-
borhood. Also, if you are not sure 
if a home being renovated has the 
proper permits or if a food service 
provider has the proper permits. 
You can also call if street signs 
have been removed or knocked 
down. When you call be dure to 
get a case or report number.

New Staff Member Joins 
The Beltsville News
By Rick Bergmann

We are very excited to announce 
a new staff member, Joseph West, 
to the Beltsville News. Joseph is 
an aspiring comic illustrator and 
writer who is a lifelong fan of 
Peanuts creator Charles Schultz. 
We will be running his comic, 
Boosipherous Boonipherous 
Bojangles Barnaby III aka BOO, 
in the Beltsville News beginning 
this month. We are very excited to 
welcome Joseph and his comic to 
our staff!

See comic below.

Aspiring comic writer, Joseph West, 
is joining the Beltsville News Staff

Join Scouting Night for Cub Pack 1031 a Success!!
By Regina Halper

On Monday, September 18th 
Cub Pack 1031 held their Join 
Scouting Night. We have at least 
five more kids who are interested 
in scouting! So, we have added 
at least nine scouts to the pack! 
Welcome, new scouts and their 
families!

The leaders talked with the par-
ents while the kids and scouts 
learned how to fold a flag and 
took home a small flag they made 
themselves. They also did leaf 
rubbings, tied the square knot, 
learned about fish in our streams, 
walked with swampwalkers and 
flew paper airplanes!

We look forward to a year of 
camping, hiking, community ser-
vice with Scouting for Food (a 
week early this year, Saturday, 

November 4th), and learning about 
duty to God and country, helping 
others and how to take care of 
themselves.

If you are interested in joining 
Cub Scouts but couldn’t make it 
to our JSN night, please contact 
Regina Halper at Pack1031cub-
scouting@gmail.com for informa-
tion. (Check out the flyer posted 
on the Beltsville News page and 
in Nextdoor.) We are a family 
scouting unit. We learn outdoor 
skills, citizenship, STEM, nature, 
plan to camp two times a year and 
do service. We meet during the 
school year at Beltsville Acad-
emy for our den meetings. In the 
summer we are out and about in 
the parks learning about nature, 
STEM, doing service, and hiking 
outdoors. 

Arrow Scouts Anya and Kyle along with Scout BSA scout Tabatha, work 
with new scouts to make an American flag to display at home and teach 
them how to fold a flag

Celebration of the Life  
of Larry E. Hartzell, Sr.

A celebration of the life of 
Larry E. Hartzell, Sr. will be 
held on 28 October, 12 noon 
to 6 pm, at the Beltsville-Adel-
phi Boys & Girls Club facility, 
11705 Roby Avenue in Belts-
ville.

Larry died peacefully in his 
sleep on June 4, 2023, at his 
home in Richlands, NC. He was 
born June 29,1960 in Tromso, 
Norway. He was 62 years old. 
He enjoyed Scouting as a boy, 
was a Cub Scout leader and 
helped with first aid during 

Larry E. Hartzell, Sr.
HARTZELL 

continues on page 2
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Trunk of Treats  
at First Baptist Church  
of Beltsville

Trunk of Treats at First Bap-
tist Church of Beltsville will 
occur on Saturday, October 28, 
2023, from 4:00-6:00 pm. Join 
them for games, hayrides, treats 
and fun. First Baptist Church of 
Beltsville is located at 4700 Odell 
Road, Beltsville, for more info, 
call the church at 301-937-7771. 
 
 
 

The Beltsville Young 
At Heart Club
By Lois Hamilton

Our first fall meeting was Sept. 
21 and I hope it was well attended 
by members and new to-be mem-
bers. I know that 5 were missing 
(4 on trips and 1 in the hospital). 
But we hope the October 19 meet-
ing at 10:30 am. Will be a great 
get-together.

I have a problem “getting the 
word out” about our group. We 
have this article each month and I 
put fliers at the Beltsville Library 
and Community Center on Sell-
man Road. I also put fliers at the 

Panera Breads in the Beltsville and 
Laurel area. But few other places 
have a community bulletin board 
anymore, to “advertise” our group. 
The Laurel library and Commu-
nity Center will not let me leave 
fliers and we do not have a Laurel 
weekly/monthly newspaper any-
more. Please let me know of any 
place I can display our fliers so 
people will see them. You do NOT 
have to be a resident of Beltsville 
to join us- just be at least 55 years 
old. Call me at 301-498-9736 if 
you need more information.

Next meeting—Thursday, 
October 19, 10:30 am at Beltsville 
Community Center, 3900 Sellman 
Road with entertainment, refresh-
ments, trips, 50/50 and a friendly 
atmosphere.

Women’s Community 
Club of Beltsville

Please join the Women’s Com-
munity Club of Beltsville for our 
next meeting

Thursday, October 12th, 2023, 
6:30 -8:30 pm 11705 Roby Ave-
nue Beltsville. Rsvp by Octo-
ber 8th womensclubbeltsville@
gmail.com. We will be discussing 
our Fall Projects. If you cannot 
make the meeting stop by our 
table at the Beltsville Volunteer 
Fire Department Fire Fest Sunday, 
October 28th 12 - 4 pm. 4911 
Prince Georges Avenue, Beltsville
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Beltsville News: Blast from the Past

Beltsville Dental Care
John J. Moynihan, DDS, PA

10760 Rhode Island Ave.

301-937-4448
Visit us at beltsvilledentalcare.com

New  
Patients  
Welcome

Check us out  
on Facebook! 
The Beltsville News

Beltsville Briefs

FREE ESTIMATES FOR ROOF REPLACEMENTS!!!

 Low Monthly Payments FREE Estimates*

Need Repair Work?

www.mychampionhome.com

ROOFS • DECKS • GUTTERS • SIDING • WINDOWS
ROOF INSPECTIONS WITH GUTTER CLEANING

FALL SPECIAL! $99 DEPOSIT  
FOR NEW ROOF INSTALL

Senior 
Discounts301-277-7200

Fresh Local Apples
Honeycrisp • Gala • Fuji 

and many more

Apple Cider & Baked Goods

Pumpkins • Mums • Straw

SPICKNALL’S  
FARM MARKET
Open Daily at 9:00 a.m.
12011 Old Gunpowder Rd.,  
Beltsville, MD 
301-937-8288

summer camps. He played soccer 
for a traveling team and played out 
of the USA. Larry was a soccer 
coach for the Beltsville Adelphi 
Boys and Girls Club. 

Larry is survived by his wife, 
Joan Ellen Yakupkovic Hartzell, 
daughter Elizabeth Hartzell and 
son Larry Hartzell Jr., his mother 
and sister and many nieces and 
nephews. Larry Hartzell Sr. would 
become a grandfather in Novem-
ber 2023.

HARTZELL
continued from page 1

By Ted Ladd

(From the Beltsville News issue of October 2011)
Beltsville Rocked by  
Three Natural Disasters
By Carissa Schorback

The end of August and beginning of September 
2011 brought an interesting experience for Beltsville 
residents: a 5.9 earthquake on Aug. 23, hurricane 
Irene, and flooding, some of which caused the loss of 
power for many residents.

Many residents of Beltsville and surrounding 
areas could tell you exactly what they were

doing during the earthquake, a rare occurrence 
and touted as the strongest in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area since 1897.

Four days later, hurricane Irene struck the Belts-
ville area causing wind damage to homes, trees, and 
power lines, as well as flooding and debris. Many 
residents lost power.

The week after hurricane Irene, Beltsville was 
under flood warnings because hurricane Lee came up 
the east coast dumping several inches of rain in the 
area throughout several days.
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Finding Lost Pets 
It can be a scary world out 

there for pets who somehow 
get separated from their homes 
and families – but the American 
Humane Association estimates 
that as many as one in three pets 
will become lost at some point 
during their life. Sadly, statistics 
indicate that many lost pets never 
make it home. Beltsville Com-
munity Cats (BCC) offers some 
tips on what to do if your own pet 
goes missing.

Start with preventative 
measures

Whether your pet is indoor 
only or indoor/outdoor, it’s a good 
idea for it to always wear a collar 
with an ID tag that includes your 
name, current phone number, and 
other contact information. BCC 
recommends microchipping your 
pets and making sure you register 
the microchip with the company 
that provided the chip (and don’t 
forget to update your information 
when changes occur).

According to the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, a 
study of animal shelters confirmed 
the much higher rate of return of 
microchipped cats and dogs to 
their families – among animals 
brought to the shelters, 38% of 
microchipped cats and 52% of 
microchipped dogs were returned 
to their owners, versus just 2% 
of all stray cats and 22% of stray 
dogs. Pets whose microchip was 
registered in one of the microchip 
registries were much more likely 
to be returned to their owner than 
pets with unregistered microchips 
(77% vs 42%).

If your pet is lost, please con-
sider employing the following 
strategies for finding lost pets.

Start your search 
immediately 

Most dogs and cats stay close 
to where they were originally lost. 
Remember to include the inside of 
your house in your search.

Recruit friends and  
neighbors to help you search

Take a picture of your pet 
with you, and don’t be shy about 

approaching neighbors and ask-
ing them to check their sheds and 
garages.

Leave your pet’s favorite 
food, treat or toy outside 

Take these things with you 
when you search. Shake a food 
container, rattle a bag of food, 
or open a can if your pet eats 
wet food. Leave something with 
your pet’s scent outside, near your 
home (your pet’s bedding or your 
cat’s used litter box).

Post flyers in the area where 
your pet was last seen

This includes local veterinar-
ians, businesses, schools, and 
churches. Include a photo of your 
pet, as well as a detailed descrip-
tion (age, gender, breed, color); 
where your pet was last seen; and 
your contact information.

Post information on your 
neighborhood listserv,  
Nextdoor, and other  
social media outlets 

These can include Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram, as well as 
radio stations. Include the same 
information as on the flyers.

Fill out a lost pet report 
Fill out a lost pet report with 

Prince George’s (PG) Animal Ser-
vices Division (301-780-7200, 
option “1”) and your municipal 
animal shelter (if there is one).

Contact your local rescue 
organizations 

A list of the cat groups serving 
PG County can be found at www.

Bonnie Bartel
301-343-8887

Call, Text or Email  
for an appointment

Bonsnobun@aol.com
Hair Design 

10800 Rhode Island Ave.
Beltsville, MD 20705

OKTOBERFEST
The arrival of autumn brings 

with it burnt orange leaves, 
Commanders football and 
Oktoberfest celebrations. Fall is 
also a reminder that it is time to 
spruce up the exterior of your 
home. Keep in mind that there are 
only a couple of months left before 
dropping temperatures make it too 
cold to paint outside. Benjamin 
Moore Paints recommends 
that the painting surface be a 
minimum of 55 degrees for several 
hours when applying latex paint. 
Otherwise, the paint will not cure 
properly and may peel or crack.

The paint gurus at Will’s 
Decorating (www.decoratemaryland. 
com), Michael Richards and 
Valerie Kabelac are seasoned 
Benjamin Moore Paint pros. 
Will’s Decorating features the full 
line of Benjamin Moore paint 
colors as well as deck stains. The 
new Williamsburg colors offer a 
wide range of traditional shades 
that supplement the original 
Historical colors. If you are feeling 
overwhelmed by the endless 
choices of colors or just want 
another opinion then see Michael 
or Valerie for a FREE personalized 
color consultation. According 
to Michael, “The most popular 
exterior colors are Richmond 
Bisque, Platinum Gray, Duxbury 
Gray, and Cottage Red.” If you 
prefer to stay neutral though, 
Valerie recommends spicing 
things up by adding a splash of 
color to the front door with either 
a bright yellow (336 Bold Yellow), 
a vibrant red (Heritage Red) or an 
electric blue (812 Blueberry Hill). 
Join the paint fest at Will’s and 
get $5 off per gallon of Benjamin 
Moore Aura Exterior Paints with 
the mention of this article now 
through October 20th. 

Visit  
Will’s Decorating

At 5122 Baltimore Ave. 
Hyattsville for great  
advice and service

301-937-6100
decoratemaryland.com

Free Parking in the rear 

Valerie & Michael wil help you find 
the right paint for your project. 

Check us out on Facebook!
The Beltsville News

Kitty Post By Sallie Rhodes and Stephanie Stullich

The Crescent Nursery  
and Summer Program

Est. 1959

11723 Chilcoate Lane, Beltsville, MD
(301) 937-3133

Children 2-6 Years
and

Before/After School Program
Qualified staff. A caring environment. Specially 

planned programs. Snacks provided
OPEN ALL YEAR. ALL DAY

Our team is fully equipped to handle all your tree removal 
needs. Services offered are from a basic pruning to  

a full tree removal by crane. 
Call Bob, your community tree service expert since the 1980’s

RJ Berra Inc. / Services Unlimited 
Tree and Stump Removal Experts

A licensed tree expert with the Maryland Department of Natural Resources

LTE#782301-384-4746 

Brewer & Marshall, Inc. Opticians
10490 Baltimore Ave. • Beltsville, MD 20705

301-937-3677

Hours: Tues. & Wed. - 9am - 7pm 
 Thurs. & Fri. - 9am - 6pm
 Sat. - 10am - 2pm
 Sun. & Mon. - CLOSED

LOST PETS 
continues on page 14
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Latest Update: Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing 
at Beltsville Agricultural 
Research Center (BARC)  

For those who have not fol-
lowed this issue, the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing (BEP) has 
proposed moving to the Belts-
ville Agricultural Research Cen-
ter, replacing the poultry barns.  
The new BEP facility will cover 
122 acres with a 1 million square 
foot building and 1,600 employ-
ees.  Access will be off an entrance 
on Powder Mill Road.  The actual 
facility is located adjacent to Odell 
Road and Vansville where the 
current poultry barns are located 
today.  

The National Capital Planning 
Commission (NCPC), a federal 
agency, will hold a virtual meeting 
on Thursday, October 5, at 1:00 

PM on several items, including the 
BEP Currency Production Facil-
ity. The deadline for registering to 
speak at the Commission meeting 
is September 27, at 12 PM Noon, 
on Proposed Action Items at www.
ncpc.gov/participate/online/  

If no member of the public 
signs up to talk about a Proposed 
Action Item by this deadline, then 
the project may be moved to the 
Consent Calendar and acted on by 
the Commission without presenta-
tion or discussion.

Beltsville Community 
Secure Shredding Day

We have scheduled a Belts-
ville Community Secure Shred-
ding Day for Saturday, October 
28, at Beltsville Academy, from 
8:30 AM until 11:30 AM (or until 
the paper shredding truck is full). 
We will be there rain or shine. The 

secure shredder accepts all types 
of papers, as well as papers joined 
with staples or paper clips, but not 
binder clips, 3-ring binders, spiral 
notebooks, folder organizers with 
metal inserts. No plastic or elec-
tronic items or CDs. 

Beltsville Tire Drop-Off	
Get rid of your old scrap tires 
on Saturday, October 7th from 
8:00 AM to 1:00 PM at 11900 
Montgomery Road in Beltsville. 
Prince George’s County residents 
can bring up to 10 car, bike, 
truck, or agricultural tires, to be 
disposed of for free - without 
a bulky appointment. No com-
mercial vehicles are allowed, and 
commercial haulers or generators 
of scrap tires are not permitted.

Proposed Development in 
Beltsville

A development has been pro-
posed to construct a new pre-
fabricated gym above an exist-
ing basketball court at BAPS Shri 
Swaminarayan Temple. In accor-
dance with M-NCPPC guidelines, 
a neighborhood meeting will be 
held on Monday, October 16th, 
at 6:30 PM at 4320 Ammendale 
Road to discuss this project in 
greater detail with the commu-
nity. For more information, visit 
https://bit.ly/BAPSexhibits.  All 
interested people are encouraged 
to become a “person of record” 
for this application. As a person 
of record in a zoning case, you are 
provided with notice of upcom-
ing meetings, actions, and deci-
sions rendered at certain stages 
of the zoning application process, 
as well as relevant appeals proce-
dures. Requests to become a per-
son of record may be made online 
at http://bit.ly/MNCPPCpor or 
call 301-952-3530 for additional 
information. Please reference the 
subject application number: PPS-
2023-023.

Movie in the Graveyard
Come out for a free, Hallow-

een-themed family-friendly movie 
in the “graveyard” on Saturday, 
October 28, from 6:00 - 9:00 

Limited to 1 item; 1 coupon per 
customer; Not eligible on sale items; 

Limited to in-stock items only;  
in-store use only; Must be presented 

to cashier at time of payment to 
redeem; Cannot be combined with 
other sales, discounts, or coupons.

VALID ALL OF OCT. 2023

20%  
OFF

ONE ITEM AT
LIVINGWELLYOUR ONE-STOP-SHOP FOR

Vegan & Vegetarian Foods
Natural Care & Beauty

Vitamins & Supplements

Christian Gifts & Decor
Christian Media

Healthy Vegan Smoothies

12004 CHERRY HILL ROAD, SILVER SPRING, MD 20904
WWW.LIVINGWELLABC.COM  |  301-572-0700

SUN: 9 AM - 6 PM | M-TH: 9 AM - 9 PM | FRI: 9 AM - 3 PM | SAT: CLOSED

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

9223 Baltimore Ave. College Park, MD 20740
301-474-7000  |  woodsflowersandgifts@gmail.com

Family-owned and operated since 1938

Fresh Flowers  
Beautiful Roses • Cards
Plants • Dish Gardens  

Orchid Plants • Silk Flowers  
Stuffed Animals • Balloons

Daily deliveries locally and 

across the country. Bring in 

this ad for $5.00 off any 

order of $30.00 or more. 

Wood’s Flowers and Gifts

Make  Make  
Someone  Someone  
HappyHappy

Just BecauseJust Because

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to  
News Director Rick Bergmann at  
editor@beltsvillenewstoday.com

From the Office of Council Chair Tom Dernoga

Council Chair Tom Dernoga filmed “The People’s Counsel,” available to view on Prince George’s County Com-
munity Television (CTV) or online at https://bit.ly/3sVyJGb

DERNOGA 
continues on page 7
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Statepoint Crossword: Ocean Dwellers
ACROSS

1. Kind of wrap

6. Pose a question

9. Be sore

13. Ottoman title

14. Ornamental pond-dweller

15. Florida Key, e.g.

16. Mr. T and friends

17. Knot-tying vow (2 words)

18. Milan’s La ____

19. *Walrus’ cousin (2 words)

21. *Crustacean “on the barbie”

23. Finish line

24. Creole vegetable

25. He had

28. Gives a helping hand

30. Tranquil

35. Frosts, as in cake

37. Bear, in Latin

39. All the words in a language

40. “By ____, I think she’s got 
it!”

41. Silver to Lone Ranger

43. Chows down

44. Mark Twain to Samuel Lang-
horne Clemens

46. Toupee spot

47. Pestilence pest

48. Singer Eilish

50. Rub the wrong way

52. Yoda: “Do or do not. There is 
no ____”

53. *A type of whale or the color 
of many dolphins

55. Overnight lodging

57. *Inspiration for a certain 
pineapple dweller

60. *Inspiration for Marvel’s Doc 
Ock

64. South American juice flavor

65. Bearded antelope

67. All thumbs

68. Pineda of Journey

69. Stomach pain-causing acro-
nym

70. Hundred, in Italian

71. Hammer part

72. Not stood

73. Bar, legally

DOWN

1. R&R destinations
2. Angie Thomas’ “The ____ U 
Give”
3. Seaward
4. *Cetology object of study
5. Thin layer
6. *Like green sea turtle and 
loggerhead sea turtle
7. Grass “carpet”
8. Newsstand, e.g.
9. Fungal spore sacs
10. *Edible bivalve
11. S.O.S.
12. Pilot’s estimate, acr.

15. Netanyahu’s country
20. Abomination
22. 9 to 5, e.g.
24. Bone burial spot
25. Muslim woman’s headscarf
26. Cause for food recall
27. a.k.a. Lucifer
29. Between stop and roll
31. *Coral polyps’ structure
32. Raise one’s rank
33. Potassium nitrate
34. Student’s request for Chat-
GPT?
36. *#19 Across’ earless cousin
38. Hostile to
42. Opposite of ecbatic
45. Smoke, sometimes
49. Energy unit
51. Attract
54. Front of cuirass
56. Religiously unaffiliated, pl.
57. Confident answer
58. Glazier’s unit
59. Baker’s baker
60. Give a boot
61. Closely confined
62. Plotting
63. “____! In the Name of Love”
64. Year off in school
66. Giannis’ league

See Solution on page 10



Page 6  •  The BELTSVILLE NEWS  • OCTOBER 2023

COVID info and help 
MDGOVAX Call Center Ser-

vices are transitioning to 2-1-1 
Maryland. Marylanders can still 
receive information and referrals 
regarding COVID-19 resources by 
calling 2-1-1 or texting your zip 
code to 898 211.

Rare Dinosaur Fossils  
Discovered at Prince 
George’s County Dinosaur 
Park

During a dig experience earlier 
this year, Prince George’s Parks 
and Recreation paleontologists 
and volunteers discovered the 
largest theropod fossil in Eastern 
North America during a dig expe-
rience program at the Dinosaur 
Park earlier this year.  The Prince 
George’s County Dinosaur Park 

is located at 13100 Mid Atlantic 
Blvd in Laurel, 1st and 3rd Sat-
urday of each month hosts public 
events and provides a variety of 
educational experiences where the 
public can assist Dinosaur Park 
staff and be paleontologists for a 
day.

COVID-19 is not over
If you are you struggling to 

keep up with your mortgage pay-
ments or other housing costs due 
to COVID-19 related financial 
hardships the Maryland Home-
owner Assistance Fund may be 
able to help.​ Visit the State of 
Maryland’s Department of Hous-
ing and Community Development 
website at https://dhcd.maryland.
gov/ or call the department at 301-
429-7400​ to check eligibility and 

get assistance with navigating the 
application portal. 

Senior Citizens Needed for 
UMD/NIH Hearing Study

Adults 65 to 85 are needed for 
part of an NIH-funded study con-
ducted at the University of Mary-
land to determine if individuals 
could benefit from certain forms 
of auditory and cognitive training. 
The study, which is completed 
both on campus and at home, 
includes an intake assessment, six 
1-hour training sessions at home, 
and pre- and post-test auditory 
measures. The training will con-
sist of listening to and repeating 
sentences.  

Parking at the University of 
Maryland is free. Participants will 
be compensated for their time. 
Participants must speak American 
English as their first language, 
have no known neurological dis-
order and a high school degree or 

GED.  Call Carol Gorham at 301-
405-4236 if you are interested in 
participating in the study.

How to report potholes in 
Beltsville 

Maintenance of State roads 
(identified by number — Rt 1, 
Rt 212, etc) is the responsibility 
of the Maryland State Highway 
Administration (SHA). Call 301-
952-0555 to report a pothole on 
a State road. Other local roads 
are maintained by the County. To 
report potholes on them, call 311 
(3-1-1) or 301-883-4748 or report 
it online at PGC311.com.

Contact me
Please let me know if there are 

other issues you have questions 
or thoughts about. And, of course, 
feel free to be in touch if I can be 
of help to you. Just email 21stDis-
trictDelegation@gmail.com or 
call 410-841-3141.

Rosapepe’s Report to Beltsville

Senator Jim Rosapepe

Happy 65th!
Ann & Ted Ladd celebrated their 65th wedding anniversary on 27 
September 2023

City of College Park 
Announces New City 
Attorney

September 6, 2023 – The 
City of College Park is pleased 
to announce the selection of 
O’Malley, Miles, Nylen & Gilm-
ore, P.A. (OMNG) to serve as 
the City’s attorney. OMNG is a 
full-service firm with more than 
50 years of experience in Prince 
George’s County. Stephanie P. 
Anderson, a principal of the firm, 
will serve as the team lead on City 
legal matters. The City Attorney 

is hired by and is responsible to 
the Mayor and City Council, and 
also advises the City Manager 
and City Department Directors. In 
January 2023, Suellen Ferguson, 
the current City Attorney and part-
ner at Council Baradel, announced 
that she was reducing the number 
of clients she serves and would 

ATTORNEY 
continues on page 11
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Obituaries

Morgan, Edna Louise
Edna Louise Morgan, 84, of 

Beltsville, MD, passed away 
peacefully Sunday evening, 
August 27, 2023 at her home sur-
rounded by her loving family.

Born October 9, 1938 in St. 
Mary’s County, she was the 
daughter of the late Louis Tippett 
and Mary Hayden Tippett. Edna 
was the most precious & loving 
wife, mother, grandmother and 
great-grandmother who loved her 
family dearly.

She was a homemaker and pro-
vided lots of tender loving care to 
her grandchildren as she provided 
day care for them for many of 
their early years.

Edna is survived by her lov-
ing husband Joseph A. Morgan, 
who was the love of her life and 
who she married on December 7, 
1961. Also surviving her are two 
children, Joseph E. (Linda) Mor-
gan and Janet Salvetti; 7 grand-
children: Justin Morgan Reeves, 
Joseph R. (Jamie) Morgan, Steven 
Salvetti, Jeffrey (Julie) Morgan, 
Ashley Salvetti, Dale Salvetti, 
Shelly Salvetti, and 5 (with one 
more on the way!) great grandchil-
dren. Preceding her in death are 
her youngest son, Wayne Morgan 
and her son-in-law, Mark Salvetti.

Visitation was held from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon on Saturday, 
September 2, 2023, with a prayer 
service at noon at Borgwardt 
Funeral Home, 4400 Powder Mill 
Road, Beltsville, MD 20705. The 
interment was held on Tuesday, 
September 5, at Maryland Nation-
al Memorial Park, Laurel, MD.

Shaw, John E.
John E. Shaw, 80, of Gettys-

burg, passed away Monday, Sep-
tember 4, 2023, at home with his 
wife Karen and loved ones by his 
side. He was the loving husband of 
Karen M. (Bowen) Shaw, Gettys-
burg. They would have celebrated 

their 29th wedding anniversary on 
September 16, 2023. 

Born December 24, 1942, in 
Philadelphia, he was the son of the 
late John Edward Reeves and the 
late Greeda (Davis) Shields. 

	 John served in the U.S. 
Army during the Vietnam War 
and was employed as a security 
guard for many years with the 
U.S. Army Research Laboratory, 
Adelphi, MD. 

A graveside service was held 
Saturday, September 9, 2023, at 11 
AM at Evergreen Cemetery, 799 
Baltimore St., Gettysburg.

Robinson, Regina 
Camarano  
(August 17, 1957 – 
September 7, 2023)

Born in Bethesda Maryland, 
on August 17, 1957, Regina Mary 
Camarano entered this world full 
of love, strength, wit, intelligence, 
talent, and passion. The fifth of 
eight children and second daugh-
ter of the pre-deceased Anthony 
and Barbara Camarano, Regina 
was raised in Wheaton and Rock-
ville Maryland and was a 1975 
graduate of Robert E. Peary High 
School in Rockville.

Regina earned her bachelor’s 
and Master’s Equivalency degrees 
in Education from the Univer-
sity of Maryland. She worked for 
over 25 years in the Montgomery 
County Public School System and 
spent her entire career teaching 
the Severe and Profound Disabled 
school population at Stephen 
Knolls School in Wheaton.

Regina’s love for her students 
had her creating outings and 
opportunities for her students and 
offering her services as a caregiver 
to her students as a means of offer-
ing respite care for their families.

Regina’s first love was horses. 
As a young girl, she would use 
her talent for drawing by spend-

ing hours drawing her beloved 
horses. She was able to achieve 
two of her goals by owning her 
horse, Irish Mist, and by watching 
the Assateague Pony Parade in 
Assateague, Maryland. Her love 
of horses was eclipsed by the love 
she had for her husband, Charles 
Robinson, Jr. Well known family 
lore states that Regina and Charlie 
met when they were 10 and 12 at 
Camp Glyndon, a summer camp 
run for children and teens with 
type 1 diabetes. The two were 
able to reconnect after college at 
a Camp reunion and were insepa-
rable till Regina’s last day. The 
two married on June 21, 1988 and 
were able to share 35 years as man 
and wife. 

Passionate was a great word 
to describe Regina. In addition to 
being passionate about her stu-
dents, Regina had a great love of 
music both in singing and in curat-
ing an incredible and wide range 
of music that she enjoyed listening 
to. She was also passionate about 
her love of friends and family who 
all can recall a story of kindness, 
gentleness, and thoughtfulness.

She leaves behind her beloved 
Charlie, and her brothers and sis-
ters: Michael (Lorraine), Carol, 
Joseph (Marla), Loretta (Stan), 
Maria (Rick), and John (Leslie). 
She is predeceased by her brother 
Philip and her niece Christina. 
She was an aunt to 10 nieces and 
nephews and 5 great nieces and 
nephews.

There will be a celebration of 
life held on October 12, 2023, 
from St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 
11007 Montgomery Road, Belts-
ville, MD at 11am.  Interment 
private. 

In lieu of flowers, you may 
make a contribution to the Juve-
nile Diabetes Research Fund 
(JDRF), in her name, in the hopes 
of ending this awful disease that 
stole her from us much too soon.

Edna Louise Morgan John Shaw Regina Mary Camarano

PM at the Beltsville Community 
Center.  Haunted characters and 
costumes are encouraged! Bring 
your chairs, blankets, and snacks. 
Registration is required (one ticket 
per person), at https://bit.ly/mov-
iegraveyard2023                                      

Grow Green in Pride 
Community Clean-Up

Prince George’s County will 
host a Countywide community 
cleanup program entitled “Grow-
ing Green with Pride” on Satur-
day, October 21, from 8:00 AM 
to 12:00 PM. This event supports 
our Beautification Initiative to 
make our community cleaner by 
conducting individual community 
litter collection events. To learn 
more and organize a cleanup in 
your own neighborhood as a part 
of this program, sign up by Fri-
day, October 13 at http://mypgc.
us/GrowingGreen. Your group 
will receive gloves, trash bags, 
litter grabbers, and safety vests. 
Please leave your filled trash bags 
along the curbside of the roadways 
you identify to be cleaned, and 
the Department of Public Works 
and Transportation (DPW&T) will 
pick up the trash bags.

Electronics Recycling & 
Household Hazardous Waste 
Disposal Day

The County’s Department of 
Environment (DoE) has scheduled 
another off-site disposal day for 
electronics recycling and house-
hold hazardous waste. Save your-
self a trip to the County facility 

in Upper Marlboro. Due to high 
demand, the County is bringing 
this safe disposal opportunity to 
our community. The event will 
be on Saturday, November 4th, 
from 8:00 AM - 1:00 PM at High 
Point High School in Beltsville. 
It will be held rain or shine. View 
the list of acceptable electronics 
and HHW items at https://bit.ly/
pgcwastefacilities

Updated Vaccines: Covid-19, 
Flu, RSV

Last month, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) announced that everyone 
six months and older should get 
the updated Covid-19 vaccine this 
fall. Flu shots are recommended as 
well, along with the Respiratory 
syncytial virus (RSV) vaccine for 
infants and adults 60 and older. 
Learn more at https://www.vac-
cines.gov/

Join our District 1 Senior 
Living Newsletter List

Don’t miss out on resources, 
local activities, and events for 
seniors. Sign up for our monthly 
senior email newsletter: bit.ly/
D1SeniorNewsletterOptIn

Contact Us
Please keep in touch. Email us 

at councildistrict1@co.pg.md.us 
or call 301-952-3887. Se habla 
español. On parle français. Follow 
us on Facebook, X, Threads, and 
Instagram: @TomDernogaD1

DERNOGA
continued from page 4

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director Rick Bergmann at  

editor@beltsvillenewstoday.com
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Neighbors in the News

Tech Sense By John Bell

Using our Tools: The Spreadsheet
As long promised, I am now 

ready to begin my “Using our 
tools” series on the spreadsheet.  
Dan Bricklin developed Visicalc, 
considered by many to be the first 
spreadsheet available on micro-
computers.  Visicalc became the 
first “killer app”, an application 
that drove the sales of a computer 
making it successful.  Visicalc 
drove Apple sales for business 
purposes, making it, more than 
just a curiosity for hobbyists. 

Spreadsheets quickly spread to 
other platforms including those 
made by Commodore, Atari, and 
CP/M systems, which dominated 
the business space in that age.  
Multiplan from Microsoft ran on 
many home computers making it 
easier to move from one computer 
to another.  The next big success 
occurred after the release of the 
IBM PC.  Lotus 123 was the killer 
app for the “PC” becoming the 
de facto standard in the offices of 
its day.

Then the Graphical User 
Interface (GUI) arrived with the 
Apple Macintosh and Windows 
from Microsoft.  Microsoft began 
to dominate office applications 
with Microsoft Office Suite (MS-
Office).  Microsoft Excel was 
the spreadsheet bundled with the 
package and is still the dominant 
product today.

Today Microsoft Office and 
Office 365 are the dominant 
Office Suites in the market and 
are offered for purchase on most 
Windows 10, 11, and Apple com-
puters.  Microsoft also offers a less 
capable browser-based version of 
their office suite as well.

While Microsoft Office domi-
nates the office suite market there 

are some notable alternatives.  	
Google offers an online suite of 
products that includes Google 
Sheets as a reasonably powerful 
spreadsheet.  The Google Docs 
suite of tools runs on the browser 
and operates on almost any com-
puter with a standards compat-
ible browser.  LibreOffice is a 
completely free and open-source 
Office Suite.  It is largely compat-
ible with MS-Office, well sup-
ported and maintained, and great 
for systems like Linux where MS-
Office is not as readily available.

There are many other Spread-
sheets and Office Suites out there, 
but the three we have mentioned 
already are the most popular.  We 
will focus on only these products.

What is a Spreadsheet?
Ledgers used to track financial 

records have been around since 
clay tablets.  Think of a spread-
sheet as an electronic ledger.  The 

electronic spreadsheet provides a 
grid to collect and organize num-
bers.  Each rectangle in the grid, 
called a cell, accepts data.  The 
data may be a number, a string, or 
a formula.  A formula calculates 
a result displayed in the cell that 
holds the formula.

Cells form the rows and col-
umns of the grid.  Each row has 
a number: starting at 1 and con-
tinuing until the last row. The last 
row can be many thousands of 
rows down even in the millions, 
although one that size may be a 
challenge to work with. Columns 
are lettered A to B on through 
Z, AA then through ZZ, AAA, 
through ZZZ, and beyond.  The 
first cell in the top left corner is 
A1.  This is column A, row 1.

Spreadsheets can also have 
multiple pages.  By default, pages 
are referenced as sheet1, sheet2, 
and so on but they can be named.  

This is useful for example for 
monthly reports where the sheets 
are named by the month.

The Loan Calculator  
Example

The diagram figure 1 below 
shows the top corner of a small 
spreadsheet that helps to calcu-
late the payment when financing 
the purchase of a new car.  The 
spreadsheet begins in cell A1 with 
labels going down in column A 
through row 7.  Data values and 
formulas are contained in column 
B.  This was my choice.  I could 
have just as easily used row 1 for 
my labels and had my data and 
formulas in row 2.  

The calculation uses the loan 
amount, the interest percent as 
an annual rate and the number of 
months to pay. These values are 
entered into column B into rows 1, 
2, and3.  The monthly payment is 
calculated in row 4 using the for-
mula PMT (interest/1200, months, 
loan-amount) which is entered as 
=PMT(B2/1200,B3,B1). The rea-
son for the division by 1200 is 
to calculate using the monthly 
interest and not the annual inter-
est.  The spreadsheet already has 
a built-in PMT function as one of 
several financial functions. 

The spreadsheet also calculates 
the total amount of the payments 
at the payoff and the total amount 
of interest that was paid.  Total 
payments is calculated using the 
number of months times the pay-
ment amount.  The total interest is 
calculated by subtracting the loan 
amount from the total payments.

What Else Can it Do?
I use a spreadsheet for manag-

ing and balancing my checkbooks, 

for tracking my businesses books 
and expense reports, sending cus-
tomer invoices, creating quotes 
for my customers, and for project 
management.  I have also used it 
to manage wedding seating and 
mailing lists.  

The oddest use I think was 
creating a map of the borders of 
my swimming pool to order a new 
cover.  I did this by making a regu-
lar set of measurements around 
the pool from two fixed points.  I 
put the points into the spreadsheet 
and used trigonometry functions 
to calculate the points defining the 
edge of the pool.  This worked so 
well I added a page to the spread-
sheet to draw the image of the 
pool using the points that I had 
calculated.

Final Comments
You may ask, “Which spread-

sheet do I prefer”?  I actually 
use all three.  I keep our fam-
ily checkbooks and accounting in 
LibreOffice so I can easily share 
them with my wife.  I keep my 
business spreadsheets on Excel to 
keep them compatible with what 
my customers are using.  Little 
spreadsheets like the example 
loan calculator I keep on Google 
Sheets, so they are easily usable 
on my phone or tablet as well as 
my computers.  Yes, I am aware 
that Microsoft offers MS-Office 
on Android as well, but I find the 
Sheets solution easier for these 
small things.

Well, I guess I am at the end for 
this month.  Feel free to send ques-
tions for me to tackle in the future 
and Fall gently into the autumn.

Figure 1 Spreadsheet

Residents Enjoy a Vibrant Lifestyle and Unmatched Financial Value at Riderwood
By Kelly Shue

Silver Spring, MD - Tess Mor-
rison appreciates the wide range of 
activities and amenities she enjoys 
at Riderwood, which include 
spending time with her neighbors 
in the garden and taking the Latin 
Beat exercise class.

“Riderwood  offers terrific 
financial value,» says Tess 
Morrison, who moved to the 
Erickson Senior Living community 
in Silver Spring, Md., in 2019.

As an MBA and retired bank 
executive, Tess took an analytical 
approach when deciding where to 
move, researching a number of 
continuing care retirement com-
munities before choosing Rider-
wood. “Because of my background 
in finance, I did my homework by 
looking at the annual report,” she 

explains. “In doing so, I was con-
fident that Riderwood was in good 
financial condition.”

Now, as chair of the Resident 
Advisory Council’s finance com-
mittee, she’s learned even more 
about the community’s operations.

“I can say for certain that man-
agement is looking out for us! 
They have our best interests in 
mind,” Tess notes, “and there’s 
no doubt that our community is 
financially secure.”

Peace of mind
Tess and her neighbors appre-

ciate the abundant  financial 
benefits  of living at the popular 
community. The 90% refundable 
entrance fee* provides peace of 

Riderwood residents spend time in the garden! RIDERWOOD 
continues on page 15
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Crossword Solution from page 5

Check us out  
on Facebook! 
The Beltsville News

Faith & Blue Event 
Scheduled for October 6

With the help of our faith-based partners from 
the Beltsville and Laurel areas, the Prince George’s 
County Police Department - Beltsville Division VI 
and the Maryland Transportation Authority Police - 
ICC Detachment will be hosting our Faith & Blue 
event again this year.  It is scheduled for Friday, 
October 6, 2023 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the MCJ El 
Rey church outdoor area located at 6011 Ammendale 
Road, Beltsville.  We are partnering with numerous 

state and local law enforcement agencies as well as 
other  faith-based, corporate, and service organiza-
tions  for this multilingual / multicultural event and 
will have free ice cream, demonstrations, displays, 
and a wealth of community resources.  We invite 
everyone to come out and join us!

For more information about this and other Faith 
& Blue events, both locally and nationwide, go to: 
faithandblue.org

Neighbors in the NewsHEAVY WEATHER
Early ‘ere the sunrise,
‘Neath clouds silent gaze,
I pushed past a humid
Veil which blocked my way.

Streetlights, dimmed by heavy
Mists, loomed overhead,
Suddenly a swooshing
Sound began to spread.

Trees proved no protection,
Heavens’ torrents fell
Soaking me as if I’d
Dropped into a well.

Floods rushed ‘round invading
Ev’ry sock and shoe;
There was no avoiding
What was coming through.

Waters’  deep’ning currents
Tried to carry me
Down the road as I laughed
Uncontrollably.

Mornings’ walk became much
Diff’rent than I’d planned;
God sure has a sense of 
Humor: Ain’t it grand?!

Beckie Hutchings 
9/14/2023

Beltsville native serves aboard 
Navy warship in San Diego
By Mass Communication  
Specialist 1st Class Josiah 
Trombley, Navy Office of  
Community Outreach

SAN DIEGO - Airman 
Recruit Abdoul Amadou, a 
native of Beltsville, Maryland, 
serves aboard a U.S. Navy war-
ship operating out of San Diego, 
California.

Amadou joined the Navy 
six months ago. Today, Ama-
dou serves as an aviation boat-
swain’s mate (fuel) aboard USS 
Makin Island.

“I joined the Navy to serve 
and be a part of my new coun-
try,” said Amadou. “I left Togo 
on May 28, 2021, because I 
won the lottery, which allowed 
me to come to America.”

Growing up in Togo, Ama-
dou moved to Beltsville and 
graduated from Lycee Basar 
High School in 2015.

Skills and values learned in 
the Navy are similar to those 
found in Beltsville.

“My hometown taught me to 
make myself better and seek better 
opportunities,” said Amadou. “I 
worked in Beltsville and saw a lot 
of people’s ambition when starting 
businesses, which inspired me to 
join the Navy.”

These lessons have helped 

Amadou while serving aboard 
USS Makin Island.

Makin Island is an amphibious 
assault ship. According to Navy 
officials, these types of warships 
embark, transport and land ele-
ments of a landing force for a 
variety of expeditionary warfare 
missions.

Because of their inherent 
capabilities, these ships have 
been and will continue to be 
called upon to support humani-
tarian and other contingency 
missions on short notice.

As a member of the Navy, 
Amadou is part of a world-class 
organization focused on main-
taining maritime dominance, 
strengthening partnerships, 
increasing competitive warf-
ighting capabilities and sustain-
ing combat-ready forces in sup-
port of the National Defense 
Strategy.

“The Navy is important to 
national defense because it is a 
strong foundation and show of 
force in its representation of the 
best people of its country,” said 
Amadou.

With 90 percent of global 
commerce traveling by sea and 
access to the internet relying on 
the security of undersea fiber 
optic cables, Navy officials 

continue to emphasize that the 
prosperity of the United States is 
directly linked to trained sailors 
and a strong Navy.

Amadou and the sailors they 
serve with have many opportuni-
ties to achieve accomplishments 

Airman Recruit Abdoul Amadou, a native 
of Beltsville, Maryland, serves aboard a 
U.S. Navy warship operating out of San 
Diego, California.

NAVY 
continues on page 11
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IF IT'S  
REAL ESTATE, 
IT'S  
ROBERTA!!

ROBERTA 
301-937-3124
Experienced, Reputable • Distinguished Sales Club 

Full time professional • CRS, GRI, SFR

175 Admiral Cochrane Dr. Suite 112 Annapolis, MD 21401

E-mail: robertayaklich@gmail.com • Office: 301-970-2447

Associate Broker

STILL A GREAT TIME TO SELL YOUR HOME!

LOCATION, LOCATION, LOCATION!
Immaculate, updated 4 BDRM, 3BA home in move-in condition, 
on a privacy-fenced gorgeous level lot! Updated baths, kitchen, 
beautiful oak hardwood floors,  recessed lighting throughout, 
walk one block to either public or private K-8 schools, the library, 
tot lot, and basketball court. Minutes to the ICC, Beltway, I-95, 
Rte 29 and Metro. A great place to call home!

$525, 000
OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY,

OCTOBER 1, 2023   1-4 PM 

Beltsville Lions Club News
By Ted Ladd

Lions Clubs International Past District Governor 
(PDG) Bill Lynch addressed the club on 6 September. 
He reminded members of the Lions’ commitment to 
help others in need and reviewed the history of Lions 
Clubs International that started in 1917. Lynch high-
lighted area Lions projects including Lions Camp 
Merrick in Nanjemoy, MD, the Lions Community 
Outreach Foundation in Upper Marlboro, and the 
Lions Low Vision & Rehabilitation Center at the 
Wilmer Eye Institute in Baltimore.

   The Club enjoyed the company of seven guests 
that evening; four of whom decided to join the club. 
We are happy to welcome new members Suzie Men-
delsohn, Paul & Vicky Malengo and Nancy Aber-
nethy. The club now has 40 members.

   The Lions plan to participate in the annual Fire 
Fest at the Beltsville Volunteer Fire Department on 
28 October. Look for us there.

Club News

Lions Clubs International Past District Governor (PDG) 
Bill Lynch

during their military service.
“My proudest accomplishment 

in the Navy is graduating from 
boot camp and coming to USS 
Makin Island as a sailor,” said 
Amadou. “I had never seen a 
large ship like that. People in “A” 
school told me about the size of 
our ships, but the first time I saw 
it, I lost myself because I had 
never seen anything like it.”

As Amadou and other sailors 
continue to train and perform mis-
sions, they take pride in serving 
their country in the United States 
Navy.

“Serving in the Navy is an 

important thing for me because 
my family is proud of me which 
makes me proud,” said Amadou.

Amadou is grateful to others 
for helping make a Navy career 
possible.

“I would like to thank my fam-
ily and my friends for giving me 
good advice and for supporting 
me when I came here,” added 
Amadou. “I would also like to 
thank my uncle, Gbati Kakaye, 
and my aunt, Fadila Kakaye, for 
giving me everything when I 
moved here for those years. I also 
want to thank my friend, Nabine 
Basile, who joined the Navy first 
and told me to speak to a recruiter 
about the benefits of joining the 
Navy.”

NAVY
continued from page 10

resign her position with the City 
after allowing sufficient time for 
the Council to hire a new firm to 
represent the City. The City issued 
a Request for Proposals (RFP) and 
reviewed three responses from 
local law firms. After interviewing 
Ms. Anderson and other members 
of the OMNG team, the Coun-
cil voted unanimously during the 
September 5th Council Meeting to 
hire the firm.

Mayor Fazlul Kabir stated that, 
“Ms. Ferguson has expertly rep-
resented the City and has been a 
key member of City leadership 
since 1999. We are confident that 
Ms. Anderson and the team at 
O’Malley, Miles, Nylen & Gilm-
ore will maintain the same level of 
excellence and integrity in support 
of the City.”  

Ms. Anderson has been an 
attorney with OMNG since 2014. 
Previously, she served as the 
Prince George’s County Attorney 

and as the Deputy Director for 
the County Office of Central Ser-
vices. She has broad expertise 
in administrative law, contracts, 
real estate, and local government 
issues. Other members of the team 
include Leonard L. Lucchi, Kate 
P. Pruitt, Nathaniel A. Forman, 
and Sheila C. McDonald.

OMNG will begin representing 
the City on October 1, 2023. Ms. 
Ferguson will continue to support 
the City on certain legal issues 
during a transition period.

ATTORNEY
continued from page 6

Share Your News! 
Send your article submissions to News Director Rick Bergmann  

at editor@beltsvillenewstoday.com

How to Prepare Physically and 
Financially for Severe Weather

(StatePoint) Severe weather 
can have a sizable impact on 
your home and your savings. 
Taking steps to prepare can help 
you maintain peace of mind 
should a hazard impact you. 
Freddie Mac offers the follow-
ing preparation tips for home-
owners:

Protect Your Investment
A home insurance policy 

is an important layer of pro-
tection, generally providing 
you with the funds needed to 
repair a damaged property to its 
condition prior to an incident. 
Here, coverage can vary greatly 
depending on the company and 
plan you choose. To avoid sur-
prises, it’s important to review 
your policy carefully and make 
sure you understand what is and 
is not covered.

Keep in mind that after a 
disaster strikes, you will need 
to list your possessions and ver-
ify any losses for an insurance 
claim. Taking a home inventory 
beforehand will make the pro-
cess much easier.

Establish a Saving Strategy
Create an emergency fund 

with a goal of saving enough 
money for three to six months 
of regular expenses. It’s best 
to keep your emergency fund 
separate from your regular sav-
ings account unless there’s an 
extreme need. Any resources 
you can put away will help you 
be more resilient if the time 
comes.

Secure Your Home
Regular home maintenance 

can help protect against the 
dangers of natural disasters, 
such as flooding and hurricane-
force winds. Cleaning gutters 
and drains, for example, can 
prevent water from collecting 
around your home. You should 
also be sure you have a sump 
pump in good working order, 
and that your foundation and 
roof are in good condition. If 
a storm is in the forecast, clear 
your lawn of items that may 

be damaged, destroyed, lost, 
or cause damage to your home. 
You should also cover windows 
and shut off utilities. 

Make Safety Upgrades
Before buying a particular 

house, you may want to con-
sider the area’s history of natu-
ral disasters, and take stock of 
the home to ensure it’s up to 
code and has the safety features 
needed to protect you and your 
family.

Whether you’re a current 
or prospective homebuyer, 
you can reference information 
provided by the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(known as FEMA) to help you 
assess which hazards could 
impact your home, and identify 
relevant safety upgrades that 
can strengthen its defenses.

Depending on the scope of 
renovations, you may consider 
taking out a loan to cover the 
costs. There are a variety of 
refinance products available 
that allow you to leverage your 
home’s value to fund renova-
tions. Talk to your lender to 
find the right financing option 
for you.

For additional emergency 
preparation tips, check out Fred-
die Mac’s collection of home-
ownership resources found at 
myhome.freddiemac.com.

Natural disasters are hard to 
predict. But being prepared can 
help you weather the storm, 
both physically and financially.

(c) Kurgu128 / iStock via Getty 
Images Plus
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AREA EVENTS

CCOLLEGE PARK AVIATION 
MUSEUM
Address: 1985 Corporal Frank Scott 
Dr., College Park, MD 20740. Phone: 
301.864.6029. Fax: 301.927.6472. 
Regular hours of operation: Open Tues-
day – Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Closed Mondays and major holidays. 
Some events may have special hours of 
operation. Cost: Adults/$5; Seniors/$4; 
Children/$2 (1-year-old and under, free). 
The museum exhibit area highlights 10 
unique aircraft and objects relating the 
history of early aviation at the College 
Park Airport. 

COLLEGE PARK DAY
Sat., Oct. 7 from 12 noon to 6 p.m. The 
City of College Park’s annual College 
Park Day festival features two stages of 
live music and performances, food and 
beer, kids and game zones, helicopter 
fly-in, museum entry, and family enter-
tainment—all for free! Free parking will 
be available nearby, along with a free 
shuttle service from select locations, and 
bike racks. Learn more at www.colleg-
eparkday.org.

NATIONAL WILDLIFE VISITOR 
CENTER  
(Please note The Visitor Center will be 
affected if there is a government shut-
down)
Main phone: 301.497.5772. Address: 
10901 Scarlet Tanager Loop, Laurel, 
MD 20708. The entrance is accessed 
from Powder Mill Rd. between the Bal-
timore–Washington Pkwy. and Rt. 197. 
Free admission and free parking. All dogs 
must be kept on a leash (no longer than 
6 feet) for their own safety as well as 
that of other visitors and wildlife. Regu-
lar hours of operation for the trails and 
grounds are: Open daily from sunrise to 
sunset, except for federal holidays. See 
the Friends of Patuxent website for more 
information at https://friendsofpatuxent.
org/.

THE BUILDING & BOOKSTORE 
Contact the Visitor Center for updates. 
Main phone: 301.497.5772. Join our 
e-mail list by contacting timothy_park-
er@fws.gov. More information can be 
found at www.fws.gov/refuge/patuxent. 
The Visitor Center is open Tuesday – Sat-
urday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; closed 
on Sunday, Monday, and federal holidays. 
The bookstore is open Tuesday – Friday 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

KIDS DISCOVERY CENTER
Tue. – Sat. at 9 a.m., 10 a.m., 11 a.m., 
and 12 noon. Duration: 35 minutes, 
each session. Ages 3 – 10*; Parents 
are required to work with their child at 
each of the parent-led activities. Reg-
istration is strongly recommended; call 
301.497.5760. Children will explore and 
learn about nature and the environment 
through engaging, age-appropriate activi-
ties, crafts, and games. Older siblings 
are welcome to join with parents and 
work with younger siblings to help them 
understand and complete the activities. 
*NOTE: The Kid’s Discovery Center is 
neither baby-proofed nor appropriate for 
children younger than 3-years-old, due to 
small items featured in the exhibits and 
activities. 

URBAN WILDLIFE CONSERVATION 
DAY 
Sat., Oct. 14 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. This 
year’s theme is all about our local bird 
populations. We will have crafts for kids, 
fun games, demonstration, and live ani-
mals. All ages, no registration required. 
Activities will include archery, crafts and 
birdbox building.

ART GALLERY, RECEPTION, & 
DEMONSTRATION
Sat., Oct. 21 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. This 
is a special reception for the featured 
artists for October, The Southern Com-
forters. During this reception, the South-
ern Comforters will demonstrate quilting. 
The regular hours of operation for the 
art gallery are the same as those for the 
Visitor Center. The gallery is adjacent to 
the bookstore.

SAVE THE DATE: HOLIDAY BAZAAR 
FUNDRAISER
Sat., Nov. 4 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. This 
Friends of Patuxent Wildlife Holiday 
Bazaar is a fundraiser to benefit the East-

ern Ecological Science Center and the 
Patuxent Research Refuge.   More than 
30 vendors will be offering one-of-a-kind 
gifts to complete your holiday shopping.
Baldy’s Bargains will offer wild and not-
so-wild gently used treasures. Treats and 
lunch will be for sale in the Crane Café. 
Meet live animals and enjoy wildlife holi-
day story time. Door prizes will be award-
ed every hour. Free admission. For more 
information, visit: www.friendsofpatuxent.
org, call 301.497.5772, or e-mail friend-
sprr@friendsofpatuxent.org.

LAUREL–BELTSVILLE SENIOR 
ACTIVITY CENTER
Masks are optional. Contact the center 
for updates. Membership is free for 
Beltsville residents who are 60 years old 
or older. Closed on Sundays and most 
major holidays. Address: 7120 Contee 
Rd., Laurel, MD 20707, around the 
corner from the University of Maryland 
Medical Center. Phone: 301.206.3350. 
Fax: 301.206.3387. Maryland Relay 7-1-
1 for customers who are deaf, hard of 
hearing, or have a speech disability.

LAUREL SENIOR FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
(LSFC)
Our next meeting will be Wed., Oct. 11at 
10:30 a.m. The meeting room doors 
open at 9:30 a.m. We will have a short 
business meeting, and Joshua Winger 
from the law firm of Byrd & Byrd will talk 
about general estate planning.
•	Save the Date: Our November meet-

ing will honor our veterans, and Kevin 
Leonard of the Laurel History Boys will 
speak on military history.

•	Every Tuesday Bingo: 12 noon each 
Tuesday (doors open at 11 a.m.); fee 
for cards, NO admission fee

Interested people can contact the LSFC 
office for more details on Mon., Tue., 
Wed., and Fri. from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at 301.206.3380.

HOLIDAY MARKET IS COMING

Fri., Nov. 3 from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m. and 
Sat., Nov. 4 from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. in 
the parish hall at St. Nicholas Church, 
8603 Contee Rd., Laurel, MD 20708. 
Join us for holiday shopping, food, fun, 
and fellowship. The Food Concession will 
feature German dinner with Beer Garden 
at 6 p.m. on Friday. On Saturday it will 
feature breakfast at 9 a.m., lunch at 12 
noon, afternoon tea from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m., and Italian dinner at 6 p.m. There 
will be children’s activities on Saturday. 
Browse and buy from our market stalls: 
Treasure Trove, Pages from the Past, 
Country Market, Crafts Shoppe, Wine 
Plinko, and raffle ticket sales. Note: The 
market will be closed during 5 p.m. 
Mass on Saturday and reopens for din-
ner and more shopping at 6 p.m. For 
more information, call Pat Farmer at 
240.762.3895..

BELTSVILLE EVENTS

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL 
LIBRARY (NAL) 
(please note the library will be affected if 
there is a government shutdown)
Address: 10301 Baltimore Ave. 
in Beltsville. Main phone number: 

301.504.5755. NAL is on Twitter at 
http://twitter.com/#!/National_Ag_Lib. 
We continue to serve our customers 
remotely during regular business hours. 
Online information products are always 
available at NAL.usda.gov and Nutrition.
gov. Get MyPlate nutrition information for 
babies and toddlers via the free Amazon 
Alexa app. To learn more, visit www.
myplate.gov/myplateassistant.

YOUNG AT HEART CLUB
The Beltsville Young at Heart Club’s next 
meeting is Thur., Oct. 19 at 10:30 a.m. 
Address: the Beltsville Community Center, 
3900 Sellman Rd., Beltsville. The club’s 
meetings feature entertainment, refresh-
ments, trips, 50/50, and a friendly atmo-
sphere.

BELTSVILLE LIBRARY EVENTS
Address: 4319 Sellman Rd., Beltsville, 
next to the police station. The main 
phone number is 301.937.0294. TTY: 
301.808.2061. Ask a Librarian telephone 
reference: 240.455.5451. Regular hours 
of operation are Mon., Thur., and Fri. 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Tue. and Wed. 
from 12 noon to 8 p.m.; Sat. from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m.; and Sun. 1 p.m. to 5 
p.m.; closed on most major holidays. 
Contact the library for updates and late 
changes. See www.pgcmls.info/location/
Beltsville for online services. 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES

READY-2-READ PRESCHOOL  
STORYTIME  
Mondays at 10:30 a.m. for ages 3 – 5 
years old. 

SPANISH READY-2-READ  
STORYTIME
Thursdays at 10:30 a.m. for ages 3 – 5 
years old.

TAIL WAGGIN’ TUTORS  
Sat., Oct. 14 from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Build 
your child’s confidence as they read to 
a specially trained therapy dog. Bring 
a book or choose one from the library. 
Each child will read for 15 minutes. First 
come, first served. 

KIDS ACHIEVE CLUB 
Meets every Tuesday through Dec. 12 
from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Volunteers 
provide homework help for 1st graders 
through 6th graders. Please register online 
at https://ww1.pgcmls.info/events. 

STEM-TASTIC: OOBLECK
Thur., Oct. 19 at 4 p.m. Become a scien-
tist by conducting hands-on, fun science 
activities using basic scientific principles 
and build electric circuits with step-by-
step directions.  

CHESS CLUB TOURNAMENT
Sat., Oct. 21 from at 1 p.m. Want to 
showcase your chess skills? Small prizes 
will be offered as well.

PROGRAM FOR FAMILIES

FAMILY ART TIME
Sat., Oct. 28 from 12 noon to 2 p.m. 
Specifically for children who have autism 
or other exceptional needs and their 
families. Presented by Kyle’s Art for 
Autism World, Inc., this program aims 
to spread autism awareness throughout 
the community while offering a creative 

 

Karen M. Coakley

Karen M. Coakley GRI
Your 110% Real Estate Agent!
301-741-7672 (cell)
240-295-6000 (office)

You know me . . .  
     I know Real Estate!

BELTSVILLE
3 Bedroom Energy Efficient 
Cape Cod. Charging Station 

for your Electric Car!  
Solar Panels Generate 
 Income for You $$$

RECENT SALES IN THE BELTSVILLE COMMUNITY  
INFORMATION PROVIDED FROM BRIGHTMLS

CONDOMINIUMS: 

10301 45th Place $174,000

TOWNHOMES: 

12935 Brickyard Blvd $475,000

DETACHED HOMES: 

4405 Usange $$450,000

11407 Howard $510,000

11100 Montgomery Road $535,000

12520 Old Gunpowder Spur $755,000

WELCOME HOME TO  
4007 STOCONGA DRIVE! 
4 BDRMS! 3 FULL BATHS! 

FIREPLACE!
$500,000

SOLD in  SOLD in  

12 DAYS!12 DAYS!
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continues on page 14
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Neighbors in the News
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. Joseph Catholic Church
www.stjosephbeltsville.org

Pastor: Father Robert Maro 
Masses: Please contact  

parish office for schedule
Adult, Youth and Children Faith Formation 

reled@stjosephbeltsville.org 
Director: Mrs. Helene H. Stever                                        

St. Joseph’s Regional Catholic School 
www.stjosrcs.org 

Principal: Mrs. Erin Meunier 

11007 Montgomery Road
Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7183

Masses: Sat Vigil 5:00pm, Sun’s 8:30am*, 11:00am;  
Mon, Wed-Friday 8:00am; Wed 2:15pm**; and 1st Sat’s 8:00am

*The Mass on Sunday 8:30am is also live streamed, connect with us on Flocknote 
for the link. ** The Mass on Wednesday at 2:15pm is only when School is open.

St. Gregory of Nyssa  
Byzantine Catholic Church

(Alternating) 9, 11 am Sunday Liturgy. Schedule, Bulletin, Facebook:

www.stgregoryofnyssa.net

12420 Old Gunpowder Spur Road, Beltsville
(301) 953-9323 - Come and See

We are celebrating our tenth year of operation

FIND US at 4220 Ammendale Road, Beltsville MD 20705,  
located in the house behind the Beltsville SDA Church

IF YOU NEED HELP 
WE ARE HERE! 

Si necesitas ayuda, estamos aqui! 

301-937-8119
www.baccmd.org

Struggling with job loss, to pay rent, to get food, or need 
emergency help? The Beltsville Adventist Community Center 
(BACC) exists to help those in the Beltsville Community and 
beyond take the next step toward  financial independence.

BACC Services
• Job Counseling Assistance
• Rental & Utility Assistance 

(on a case by case basis)
• Food Supplement
• Professional Counseling

On Site Agent of Dept of 
Social Services (DSS)
• SAIL: Apply for services 

on-line
• Food Supplement (FS)
• Medical Assistance for  

Families & Children (FAC)
• Maryland Children’s Health 

Program (MCHP
• Recertify—(Redetermina-

tion) -Dropoff documents
• Other DSS Emergency  

Assistance

Food and financial  
assistance HOURS: 
Tues and Wed 9 am to 2 pm.
Office calling HOURS:
Mon through Thurs  
9 am to 4:30 pm 

“Masquer-AID the Café Ball”  
To Raise Funds for the New Deal Cafe
By Mark Cheater

The New Deal Café, Green-
belt’s award-winning music and 
arts venue and “community living 
room,” is facing severe financial 
difficulties stemming from the 
Covid epidemic and its aftermath. 
To help keep the doors open and 
continue serving the community 
and beyond, the Café is launch-
ing a fundraising campaign with a 
goal of $10,000 (or more!). 

The signature event of this 
campaign will be a Gala at the 
Café on the evening of October 
14: Masquer-AID the Café Ball. 
“We hope to capture the Hal-
loween spirit, provide top-quality 
entertainment and raise money for 
our music program with a cos-
tume ball,” says Katy Gaughan, 
co-chair of the event. “Get ready 
to don your favorite mask and 

dance the night away!” 
The ball will be a ticketed event 

at $50 per person, featuring music 
from two of the region’s most 
popular bands, Just Stones and 
The Wild Anacostias. Guests will 
enjoy performances from these 
compelling and energetic bands 
while dining on an array of finger 
foods and desserts throughout the 
evening, culminating in a cham-
pagne toast at the end of the night. 

The Café is seeking sponsors 
for the Gala (who will receive 
tickets to the ball, limited-edi-
tion art prints and recognition on 
commemorative plaques). All pro-
ceeds from sponsorships and ticket 
sales will go directly to the Café’s 
music and arts program. The Café 
is a member-owned, volunteer-
managed, not-for-profit coopera-
tive. “Your support will enable 
us to continue providing award-

winning musical programming 
that brings people together and 
strengthens community bonds,” 
says Caitlin Gompf, the Café’s 
music director and co-chair of the 
event. “If you love the New Deal 
Cafe, if you love a masquerade or 
if you just love rockin’ tunes, this 
is a night you simply can’t miss!” 
she said. 

For details on the Masquer-
AID the Café Ball, including 
sponsorship levels and benefits 
as well as how to buy individual 
tickets, visit https://www.newd-
ealcafe.com/cafeball/ For ques-
tions or more information, email 
Gaughan (katy@katygaughan.
com) or Gompf (music@newdeal-
cafe.com).   The New Deal Café is 
located at 113 Centerway, in Roo-
sevelt Center, Historic Greenbelt.

University of Maryland School of Nursing’s Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing Program Ranked No. 10 in the Nation

Baltimore, Md. – In the 
newly released U.S. News & 
World Report’s “2024 Best Col-
leges” Best Bachelor of Science 
(BSN) Programs, the University 
of Maryland School of Nurs-
ing’s (UMSON) BSN program 
ranked No.10 in the nation (tied 
with five other institutions), out 
of the more than 650 accred-
ited nursing schools ranked. 
Among public schools of nurs-
ing, UMSON is ranked No. 3 in 
the nation (tied with two other 
public nursing schools). 

UMSON’s BSN program 
continues to be the top-ranked 
such program in Maryland.

“It is gratifying to be recog-
nized as one of the top baccalau-
reate programs in the nation, and 
it is a testament to our faculty 
and our students,” said Yolanda 
Ogbolu, PhD ‘11, MS ’05, BSN 
’04, NNP, FNAP, FAAN, the 
Bill and Joanne Conway Dean 
of the University of Maryland 
School of Nursing. “We are 
proud to play an important role 
within Maryland and through-
out the country in increasing 
the number of nurses educated 
at the baccalaureate level, as we 
also work to address the critical 
shortage of nurses at all levels. 
Our graduates are well prepared 
to meet the needs of our health 
care system and to serve as a 
vital and trusted resource for 
individuals, their families, and 
our communities.”

UMSON’s BSN program 
encompasses an entry-into-

nursing program and an RN-
to-BSN program for already 
licensed practicing nurses. The 
program prepares students to 
excel in nursing careers across 
a broad spectrum of acute, 
chronic, and community-based 
settings. National data indicates 
that employers increasingly pre-
fer and, in some cases, require, 
a baccalaureate degree.

This fall, UMSON admit-
ted 220 entry BSN students, 
its largest class ever, between 
its Baltimore and Universities 
at Shady Grove (Rockville, 
Maryland) locations, reflect-
ing the School’s commitment 
to responding to the demands 
of health care at a critical time 
of substantial nursing shortages.

The School was among the 
first in the nation to launch 
an entirely revised BSN cur-
riculum for incoming students 
last fall, in alignment with the 
American Association of Col-
leges of Nursing’s The Essen-
tials: Core Competencies for 
Professional Nursing Educa-
tion, an updated framework 
for nursing education using a 
competency-based approach. 
The curriculum responds to the 
Essentials’ direction for curri-
cula that respond to the chang-
ing face of health care, neces-
sitating updates to how nurses 
are prepared; in that vein, the 
BSN curriculum includes cours-
es focusing on evidence-based 
practice, public and community 
health, social determinants of 

health, disease prevention, and 
palliative care. Two recent clini-
cal practice initiatives with the 
University of Maryland Medi-
cal System — the Practicum 
to Practice Partnership and the 
Academy of Clinical Essentials 
— provide students expanded 
and advanced clinical opportu-
nities.

In addition to serving prac-
ticing nurses seeking a BSN 
degree, UMSON’s RN-to-BSN 
program boasts dual-admission 
partnerships with all 15 com-
munity colleges in Maryland 
that offer an Associate Degree 
in Nursing (ADN) program, 
enabling a smooth transition for 
ADN students into UMSON’s 
BSN program. To date, 270 
students have transitioned 
from community college to 
UMSON’s BSN program via 
the School’s dual-admission 
partnerships.

Rankings are determined by 
scores received from surveys 
of top academics and officials 
at nursing schools or depart-
ments at institutions nationwide 
that are accredited by the Com-
mission on Collegiate Nursing 
Education or the Accreditation 
Commission for Education in 
Nursing. In addition, the institu-
tions must be regionally accred-
ited and have recently awarded 
at least 40 BSN degrees.
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Beltsville News CHURCH DIRECTORY

St. John’s Episcopal/Anglican Church
11040 Baltimore Avenue Beltsville, MD 20704
301-937-4292 • www.saintjohnsbeltsville.org

The Reverend Joseph M. Constant, Rector

Join us for In Person Worship every Sunday at 10 AM 
Youth Sunday School 11:15 AM

To view services online:  
Go to https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsZionParish/Live/

Other services online via Zoom: Wednesday Noonday; 
Thursday Bible Study and Compline 7 PM via Zoom

Contact the Church office if you 
are interested in any of these 
resources

Our Mission: To Share God’s 
love with everyone to bring  
hope and change lives. 

First Baptist Church  
of Beltsville (SBC)

4700 Odell Road Beltsville, MD 20705
301-937-7771 • www.fbcbeltsville.org

Keith Holland, Pastor

FREE! FREE! FREE! FREEE!

Trunk of Treats
Saturday, October 28, 2023 

4:00p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Come join the fun and go for a hayride 

and play some games. Then have the kids 
enjoy candy from the trunk or treat cars 

before you leave

Sundays:
Sunday School for all ages  9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship 6:00 p.m.

Wednesdays:
Adult Bible Study & Prayer 7:00 p.m.
Youth Fellowship 7:00 p.m.

Check us out on Facebook! 
The Beltsville News

pgcatalliance.org (click on “Get 
Help”).

Log into some lost pet web-
sites 

Some examples include The 
Center for Lost Pets (www.cen-
terforlostpets.com); Fido Finder 
(www.fidofinder.com) and Miss-
ing Pet Partnership (missingpet-
partnership.org). These systems 
will search for a possible match 
for your missing pet.

If you have a home security 
system that include cameras, 
view footage around the time 
your pet was lost

Monitor the camera (particu-
larly at night) to see if your pet 
comes back.

Tracking Dogs
You may want to employ track-

ing dogs to find your lost pet. 
Since an animal’s scent will fade 
over time, this should be done as 
soon as you realize your pet is lost.

What to do if you pet has 
been stolen

If your pet may have been sto-
len, contact your local police.

And lastly, don’t give up!
By using these strategies – 

especially microchipping and net-
working –you can help your furry 
friend find a happy ending, safely 
back in your loving home.

LOST PETS
continued from page 3

and welcoming space for individuals with 
exceptional needs to express themselves 
through art. 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS

BOOK DISCUSSION
Wed., Oct. 4 from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Join 
us for a lively discussion! This month 
we will be discussing Solito by Javier 
Zamora. Pick up a copy at the branch 
before the event occurs.

MOVIE SCREENING AND DISCUS-
SION
Wed., Oct. 11 from 6 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Watch Spencer, described as a fable 
from a true tragedy centered around 
Princess Diana’s life, by the renowned 
Chilean director Pablo Larraín. A discus-
sion on the film will follow. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Rated R. 

BEGINNER’S ENGLISH CLASS
Meets every Wednesday starting Oct. 
18 and continuing through Nov. 29, 
from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. each session. Are 
you learning English and would like to 
practice the language? This class is for 
Beginner Level English-language-learners 
who are ready to learn in person. Please 
register online at https://ww1.pgcmls.
info/events. 

CALENDAR
continued from page 12
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Classifieds • Call  301-257-3408

hallrental@beltsvillevfd.com

www.burtonsvillefuel.comwww.burtonsvillefuel.com

I PAY CASH FOR 
OLD RECORDS

Albums and 45s from 50s, 60s, 70s
Highest Prices Paid

Call Tom at (410) 533-1057

Donald V. Borgwardt
Funeral Home, P.A.

4400 Powder Mill Rd. Beltsville, MD 20705-2751

301-937-1707
www.borgwardtfuneralhome.com

Cremation 
Service

Traditional 
Funerals

SERVICES

HAULING AND JUNK REMOVAL. 
Complete Clean Out - Garages, Homes, 
Construction Debris, etc. Licensed, 
insured, free estimates. Mike Smith 301-
346-0840.   07/24

FAMILY OWNED

301-717-3500

Place a Classified Ad
Do it in 20 words or less for $4. Announce 
your yard sale, items for sale, property to 
rent, a job opening or services you offer. 

Reach people. Get results.

Check us out  
on Facebook! 
The Beltsville News

mind, top-notch amenities create 
high value, and the predictable 
monthly service package helps 
residents manage their budgets 
with ease.	 At the heart of 
Riderwood’s financial structure is 
the industry-leading 90% refund-
able entrance fee, which guaran-
tees that, if or when you leave the 
community, your investment will 
be returned to you or your benefi-
ciaries.

Riderwood also maintains a 
Benevolent Care Fund that assists 
eligible residents who, through no 
fault of their own, outlive their 
resources.

“There’s peace of mind, know-
ing that 90% of my entrance 
fee will come back to me if I 
leave, which I won’t,” says Tess. 
“Instead, my money will go to my 
estate and be donated to charity.”

Worry-free living
For many residents, a signifi-

cant benefit of moving to Rider-
wood is letting go of costly, time-
consuming house maintenance 
responsibilities like roof repair, 
lawn care, and snow removal.

The monthly service package 
covers heating and air condition-
ing; all utilities, except cell phone 
service; a chosen meal plan; 
maintenance, including repair and 
replacement of appliances; regu-
larly scheduled transportation; 

24-hour security and emergency 
response, and more.

“Living in my old house, I 
knew that in about five years, I 
would need a new roof,” says 
Tess. “I would need to find some-
one to do the work, trust that I was 
receiving an honest price, and that 
the work would be done well. As a 
homeowner, there is always some-
thing that needs your attention. I 
don’t have any of these worries 
anymore. I can just have fun!”

The package also grants resi-
dents access to the wide range 
of  unbeatable amenities  and ser-
vices right outside their front door, 
including a state-of-the-art fitness 
and aquatics center; a medical 
center; seven restaurants, offering 
more than 50 entree selections 
each day; a performing arts the-
ater; and a large chapel accommo-
dating various faith communities.

And with more than 200 res-
ident-run clubs and activities to 
choose from, it’s a value that can’t 
be beat!

Care and security
Continuing care at Riderwood-

-following a fee-for-service model 
that allows residents to pay for 
only the services they currently 
want or need, as opposed to a life 
care model that requires payment 
for services that residents may 
never need--adds another level of 
security.  

By taking advantage of the 

high-quality health care offered 
on site, residents’ needs are met at 
every stage.

“Riderwood walks the talk,” 
says Tess. “From the health ben-
efits of the Erickson Advantage 
medical plan and expert help in 
the Wellness Center to  delicious 
meals  and engaging activities, 
Erickson Senior Living is actually 
paying for me to live a healthier, 
happier life!”  

Since moving to Riderwood, 
Tess has made the most of her 
investment by utilizing all of the 
amenities and services that the 
community has to offer.

“There is so much to do. I had 
to sit down with a spreadsheet 
and map out things I wanted to 
do because I can only do one 
thing at a time!” notes Tess. “I’ve 
met many wonderful people, espe-
cially at dinner. Our community is 
filled with such fascinating resi-
dents with wonderful stories.”

	 Tess also enjoys lead-
ing the Moving to the Latin Beat 
exercise class, participating in 
square dancing classes, maintain-
ing a garden space, and visiting 
Riderwood’s new outdoor exer-
cise space--just one of the many 
ways that Erickson Senior Living 
continues to invest in the health 
and happiness of residents.

“Riderwood is more than fan-
tastic,” says Tess. “I thank my 
lucky stars for bringing me here.”

RIDERWOOD
continued from page 8
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